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Join us as we celebrate the
50th Anniversary of the
Ordination of Women in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT
“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.”
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dear Sisters in Christ,
Last month, I joined 63 Synodical WELCA Presidents at the Conference of
Presidents in Chicago. It was a time of Bible study, fellowship, and worship. In one
of the sessions, we were asked to consider what this organization called WELCA
means to us in our lives. To me, this community of women is a “place” where ladies
gather to give thanks and to share our blessings; to pray together and to share
God’s grace and love; and to care for each another as we “walk each other home.”
This is a place where bold women live out their faith through action.
In the past, we have sent a mailing out one month prior to the first day of
the convention to all ladies who have registered for the convention. This
year, in an effort to reduce the cost of stamps, paper, and copies, we will be
emailing the documents to everyone who provided an email address on
your registration form. This email will include the convention agenda,
directions to the church, and a summary of the constitutional changes to be
voted on at the Triennial convention. Voting members will also receive
nominees’ biographies, the proposed budget, and information about
offerings and resolutions. If you did not provide an email address, you will
receive the information via snail mail. All of this information will also be
available on the website.
I will soon be calling on the voting members to fill convention committee assignments. I appreciate your
willingness to serve on these very important committees. The Committee on Credentials makes the official
registration reports. The Committee on Reference and Counsel reviews and reports on resolutions and
recommendations which come before the convention. The Committee on Conduct of Elections handles
the election process. We also have the Committee on Minutes and the Committee on the Report of the
President. Please prayerfully consider saying “yes” when I call.
The Board members and staff have been working diligently this year. I hope to see you at convention.
Though our primary purpose is to do the business of the organization, it is an occasion to gather the
women of the synod to learn from, support, and challenge one another.
Together in Christ, Becky
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Important Dates and Deadlines
April 20

Deadline – Nominations for YWG/FTG to
Conference Coordinator

April 24-26 Isle of Palms Retreat
April 27

Deadline – YWG/FTG Names to Registrar

May 1

Deadline – Voting Member Registrations to Registrar

May 15

Deadline – No Refunds for Voting Member/Visitor
Registrations

May 30

Deadline – Visitor Registrations to Registrar

June 12-13

SC WELCA Convention
2

A publication of the SC Women of the ELCA

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Convention plans are well underway. We are so excited with all the opportunities for a great
convention due to the hard work from Jan Piersol, Heartland Conference Coordinator, Sarah
Cheesman, Board member and co-chair and Linda Boatwright, co-chair and my dear mother,
and Heartland Conference. Don’t forget to register to attend the convention as a voting member
or visitor by the deadline.
We are excited to offer workshops on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning for the first time
this year. We have nine wonderful workshops planned that go with our theme “Just Love”.
There will be three craft workshops, two bible studies, two self-help workshops and two related
to community affairs about loving one another and helping others through Christ’s love.
Special pre-banquet entertainment has been planned with a piano and organ concert by Huger Caughman and
Christopher Dukes. Both gentlemen are excited to be performing for our wonderful SC WELCA ladies. The banquet is
going to have wonderful food, fellowship, and entertainment by “Minnie Pearl” played by Becky Starnes. Voting
members will be involved in the election of the president, which will be by ecclesiastical ballot. We will also be voting
for Treasurer and four Board Members.
Remember to bring your project items and/or gift cards for South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers.
Thomas Knapp, Executive Director of South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, will be our keynote
speaker on Saturday morning.
Don’t forget to bring your items for the Silent Auction. The proceeds from the Silent Auction will go to our global
project for Lutheran Disaster Response. We also ask you to bring pictures of different projects your congregation
WELCA units are doing to Kristin Snelgrove for the Community mural project. It will be wonderful to see what all the
ladies of SC WELCA are doing over the state to make Christ’s love shine through our state.
Special greetings and information tables will be provided by different Lutheran organizations and several other
organizations. Please visit their tables and talk to their representatives. They will be providing different materials and
surprises at their tables.
Important Notice: All ladies who need assistance will have priority to go first in line for all meals and workshops. Our
young women guests, first timer guests and young board members will provide assistance as needed. Just let us know
and one of us will be more than happy to help. First Corinthians 16:14 “Let all you do be done in Love” guides us to
love one another as Jesus loves us by showing your love and giving your love, time, and talents each day, especially at
this year’s convention. We hope to see you at convention this year.
Your sister in Christ,
Amanda Boatwright, Vice President, Convention Chair

2020 Convention Staff
Chair: Amanda Boatwright

Co-Chairs: Sarah Cheesman and Linda Boatwright

Churchwide Rep: Barbara Thistle

Registrar: Sherry Sheppard

Asst. Registrar: Kaye Heins

Mission Action Chair: Rae Davis

Keynote Speaker: Thomas Knapp

Parliamentarian: Carolyn Torrence

Photographer: Olivia Fulmer

Song Leader: Sara Coffman

Banquet Entertainment: Becky Starnes

Chaplain: Pastor Kathy Harris

Musician/Organist: Gina Shuey/Debbie Shealy

Nominating Committee Chair: Jennifer Nuovo

Young Women Guest Coordinator: Jessica Walker

First Timer Guest Coordinator: Dianne Pitts

Technology Coordinator: Pat George

Conference Coordinator: (Heartland) Jan Piersol

Host Church Pastor: Pastor Terry Amick

Triennial Gathering Promoter: Risse Snelgrove
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
•The Board met on Friday, February 7th at 1:00 PM at Camp Kinard. Linda read a card from
Captain Reed of the Coast Guard thanking us for cards sent last year made out at the
convention; a thank you from Rev. Daniel Rift of ELCA World Hunger Appeal; and a letter from
churchwide WELCA thanking us for $1300 we sent for the Triennial convention; and a summary
of our donations last year to Lighthouse for Life.
•Becky reported on Spring Conference meetings. Amanda Boatwright will attend the SC
Lutheran Men in Mission Convention February 22nd in her place as Becky will be at the
Conference of Presidents in Chicago February 21 – 23. We received a $500 donation which we decided to use toward
the LTSS scholarships.
•Treasurer Report: Please see Rachel’s report in this Ripple. The proposed budget for 2021 -2022 was approved.
•Motion: Rachel moved that because we receive points on our credit card account, we use that money to
purchase gift cards for our convention projects. Motion carried
•Motion: The Stewardship committee recommends we send $1000 to churchwide for the Triennial convention;
also that we accept the proposed budget. Motion carried
•2020 Convention Report: Amanda Boatwright and her committee made several motions related to providing
meals or paying various helpers and entertainers at the convention. All motions carried. See the Vice President’s
report for more details.
•Registrar Report: Sherry Sheppard reported that she will work to fix any problems from last year. Her committee
needs a room that locks.
•50th Ordination of Women: Amanda Boatwright and Sarah Cheesman explained the plans for the recognition of
the 50th Ordination of Women. Motion: Amanda moved, and Merri seconded that we accept estimated plans as
written. Motion carried.
•Nominating Committee report: The committee currently has only 1 name for treasurer.
•Old Business: We are looking at what songs to use for songbook and the need to renew the license.
•New Business: The Conference of Presidents will be held in Chicago on February 21 – 23, 2020. Motion: Rachel
moved to send $25 for a gift for the outgoing churchwide president.
Motion carried. We reviewed which Board members can attend the Spring REMINDER! Please send your
conferences. Becky will follow up on the suggestions for where to hold congregational unit leader/officer updates
next year’s convention.
Sarah provided a synopsis of proposed to either my email or home address which
constitutional changes to be voted on at the Triennial Convention. - is provided at the bottom of the form.
Linda Roland
WELCA TRIENNIAL GATHERING
July will be here before we know it. Are you getting excited for the National Gathering as much
as I am? To make your trip a success let’s talk about some things that you will want to know.
Gathering Apparel: If you want to order apparel with the Triennial Logo, you can go to
WELCA.org/shop.
Run, Walk and Roll – Cesar Chavez Park – sign up to participate in this early morning run/
walk which benefits our health initiative, Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls. Check out
other activities at the WELCA website.
Giveaways – I am looking for ideas of a cute inexpensive giveaway that will represent our state.
If you have an idea, please email me at snelgroverisse@gmail.com. These will be given to attendees from other states.
Keynote speakers and artist, schedule, optional tours – go to www.welca.org, then click on the Triennial Gathering 2020 tab.
SC Lunch or dinner – Interested in having a meal together while in Phoenix? Please let me know.
Are you still on the fence about attending? If so, I encourage you to join us. Registration is still open!
Risse Snelgrove
THE RIPPLE
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TREASURER’S REPORT
In February an annual statement of congregational unit giving for our fiscal year February
1, 2019 through January 31, 2020 was sent to all congregational unit treasurers. Please
review your statement and if you do not agree with the statement or if you did not
receive your statement, please let me know. A summary of congregational unit giving will
be included in the Bulletin of Reports provided to all women attending the annual
convention at St. Philip’s Lutheran Church in Newberry on June 12th and 13th.
Included with the statement of giving was an envelope for Convention Offering. The
Convention Offering will be received on Friday afternoon of the convention. Please give
this envelope to your voting members. If you will not have a voting member at convention, you may send your
offering to me. Use of this envelope makes it so much easier to tabulate the offering for reporting to the
convention on Saturday. One half of Convention Offering will be used for convention expenses and half will be
divided between our two convention projects – our local project, South Carolina Network of Children’s
Advocacy Centers and our global project, Lutheran Disaster Response.
Congregational units are also encouraged to include your semi-annual Joy Offerings. Monetary donations to
the convention project may also be noted and included in this envelope or given to the Mission Action Team
along with any supplies for the South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers brought to the
convention.
The Treasurer’s Year End Report for the February 1, 2019 through January 31, 2020 fiscal year will be included
in the Bulletin of Reports. In summary, this report shows actual income of $69,181 compared to actual
expenses of $73,241. While budgeted expenses were $4,651 below the expected amount, our budgeted
income was $7,247 below expected. The primary source of this deficit is our Regular offerings being $6,312
below expected.
If you have any questions about your offerings or if you are a new Treasurer of your congregational unit and
have questions, please let me know.
Thank you! May we continue to be able to be a blessing to others.
Rachel Quesada

CONGREGATION CORNER
Joy, Moore— The WELCA ladies at Joy got together to create and make
"fidget blankets." These are lap blankets that consist of buttons, zippers,
doodads, and any other type of device for the fingers to fidget. These
were created for victims of dementia so it will give them something to do
while sitting. They were a great hit and were made available to all who
need them for a loved one. These blankets went to Rosecrest Nursing
Home and to members in the congregation.
Our Saviour, West Columbia—WELCA secured a Thrivent Action Team
card for a project as part of the Compassionate Acts program. We
collected $650 in cash with another $300 donation. As part of Greg's
Groceries and the need for coats, the $250 was used to purchase warm clothing for the homeless. The other
$550 was spent on groceries. To see the faces on the adults and children as they were offered the coats was
unimaginable. What little we gave made them so happy.
** NOTICE ** The One Day Retreat, "Each One Can Reach One", at Our Saviour, West Columbia - this retreat
has been postponed until August 22nd. Please contact Linda Hill (803-794-4697) or Linda Griffith (803-9203975) for information.
THE RIPPLE
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IOP RETREAT

Convention Chaplain
Prayer In The Midst of the
Covid-19 Virus
by Pastor Kathy Harris
Faithful Father and Shepherd,
Lord, once again, we, your
children face something new
that raises our fears, fears that
at
times
threaten
to
overwhelm us. We are afraid
for ourselves, our families, our
WELCA and church families,
and our neighbors around the globe. But Lord as we read your Holy
Scriptures, we learn again and again, that every time your Covenant
People faced challenges, times when they thought they could not or
would not make it through, you provided a Way. And when Jesus'
disciples and followers thought the worst had happened to their
beloved master and teacher, you provided a Way and did a new
thing -- resurrecting from the ashes, new life in the Christ.
Lord Jesus, sustain us now with the power of the Christ! Strengthen
us in our times of doubt and darkness; pour out your healing power
upon all who are ill with the virus or struggling with loss and grief in
its aftermath. Guide the leaders of all nations with your wisdom
toward the path of healing and wholeness. Keep us safe, protect us,
and unite us a worldwide flock. Most of all, give us the courage to
lean into the Peace that you Lord, only you Shepherd Lord can give.
We ask and pray these things in the name of our faithful God
revealed most clearly in the Cross of Christ! Amen! Let it Be!

Isle of Palms Retreat
April 24-26, 2020

Name: _______________________________________
(Please Print )
Address:_____________________________________
____________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Home Church: ________________________________
____________________________________________

Roommates: __________________________________
____________________________________________
(2 to 4 ladies to a room)

Words of Encouragement from the
SC Women of the ELCA Board

Full Retreat: $130.00 / Day Timers: $65.00
Amount Enclosed: ____________________

While we move through these coming weeks or months of
uncertainty due to the coronavirus, the SC Women of the ELCA
Board will keep all of God’s children in our prayers, and we ask that
you do the same. We will pray and thank God for all the helpers –
the doctors and nurses, the law enforcement and military, to clergy
and teach, to sanitation workers and grocery store clerks, the
caregivers – all people keeping things running. We pray for the
leaders of the countries around the world who are making decisions
about the virus. We encourage you to heed the advice of medical
professionals by practicing social distancing so we don’t
unintentionally spread the virus. Let’s look for ways to help and
serve those who are vulnerable. God is bigger than the coronavirus.
Through His love and grace, He will get us through this storm. God
Bless all of you. Please be safe, and for heaven’s sake wash your
hands.
We feel that in a few weeks we will have more information and be in
a better position to make informed decisions for moving forward.
We will continue to monitor this current situation to determine best
practices and recommendations, including possible changes for our
annual convention. While we hope to move forward with the
convention as planned we recognize that it is wise to have an
alternative plan and we will have one ready should it be needed. We
will keep you all posted on any updates.

THE RIPPLE

First time attendee: ___Yes ___No
Bed linens are included in the registration fee. Please
bring your own towels. Please document any special
needs you have (dietary or otherwise) below. If you
have a specific need, please bring items to supplement
what we serve. Please bring a favorite snack or dessert
to share.
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Please send this registration with your deposit.
Register Early. Space is limited. Only 10 rooms have 2
double beds. The others have a Queen and a set of
bunks. One form per participant. *Please make checks
payable to Sallie Folk, 422 West Pine Street, Florence,
SC 29501
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Our Spring Conference Gatherings are off to an exciting start. The Western Conference is kicking things
off with their conference on March 8th at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Aiken and the season will end with
the Coastal Conference on April 26th at Martin Luther Lutheran Church on James Island. These
conferences are fabulous opportunities to gather with your fellow WELCA members and share ideas
and gain inspiration. I’m also looking forward to an exciting collage at this year’s convention. Please
send pictures of you and a friend, your circle, or even your church gathered together and exemplifying
our theme of “Just Love.” Remember, love can be found in something as simple as a kind smile. Pictures
can be mailed to 912 Riverwalk Way, Irmo SC 29063 or e-mailed to ksnelgrove2005@yahoo.com.
Your Sisters in Christ,
Kristin Snelgrove, Chair
Amanda Baker, Karen Freeman, Sherry Fowler

Spring Conference Meetings:
Foothills: POSTPONED

Saxe-Gotha: POSTPONED
Western: The Western conference meeting was held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Aiken. Of the 16 units
in the conference, 31 attendees represented 11 units. There were also 4 board members and 2 guests for a
total of 37. An offering of $128.25 was collected for SCWELCA. Cathy Milejczak with the South Western
Diocese of Tanzania provided a glimpse of the life of the people of Tanzania and the help the women of
WELCA are providing them through buildings, clinics, water and jobs. $271 was collected to help with the
clinic they are hoping to build as well as surgical equipment and hospital beds. The next conference will be
held on October 18th at 3pm at St. Mark’s Lutheran in Leesville.
Heartland: The Heartland conference will be held in Silverstreet at Silverstreet Lutheran Church on April
19th. The agenda includes a spring fling and some exciting entertainment.
Conference leader
Jan Piersol will update everyone on what’s happening in the Heartlands
as well as plans
for the 2020 convention. SC WELCA board Vice President
Amanda
Boatwright will bring greetings from the board and
information on our
upcoming events.
Coastal: The
Coastal Conference meeting will be held on April 26th at
Martin
Luther Lutheran Church on James Island. Bring your sweet tooth, as
they will be
having an afternoon tea with desserts and sweets. Their guest speakers will be
Elaine DeaKyne and Amber Weakley from Postpartum Support Charleston. Denise Warren will be bringing
greetings from the board and answering any questions regarding the upcoming convention.
THE RIPPLE
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Greetings to all from your Mission Action Committee! Like you, we are looking forward to another enlightening annual
convention of the SC Women of the ELCA to be held June 12-13, 2020. We hope you are making plans to attend and are
ready to TAKE ACTION in response to our convention theme this year of “Just Love”! Our 2020 Convention Domestic
project will provide us an opportunity to share our love with children in our state who are victims of abuse and their
caregivers through our partnership with the South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers (SCNCAC).
The SCNCAC is the accredited state Chapter of the National Children’s Alliance (NCA) in South Carolina which provides
coordinated, evidence-based response in all 46 counties including oversight for the 17 Child
Advocacy Centers (CACs) across our state. The CACs provide a safe environment for
children who are victims of primarily physical and sexual assault. For more information,
please visit their website at https://www.cac-sc.org or watch the short video on our website at
www.scwelca.com.
The SCNCAC has provided a list of supplies that can comfort victims and caregivers and help the service providers build
trust and rapport with these children facing very scary circumstances. Please see the form in this publication for details.
Please fulfill using recommended package sizes, and all clothing items must be NEW items in their original packaging.
Financial support can be provided through general gift cards ($15-$25 value preferred), fast food gift cards, or gasoline
gift cards. Lower increments are best as these cards are responsibly used and distributed by the CACs to support the
victims and their caregivers in their journey to healing and recovery. Checks of any amount will also be accepted and can
be made out to SC WELCA with “SCNCAC” placed on the memo line of the check.
2020 Convention Global Project - Lutheran Disaster Response
Love has no boundaries! In support of those who have been confronted with
tragedy such as hurricanes and tornadoes, we will be supporting Lutheran Disaster
Response as our Global Project. All of our support will be financial here, so please
make your checks out to SC WELCA with the abbreviation “LDR” placed on the
memo line of the check. Funds received from the silent auction will support
Lutheran Disaster Response.
A recent US disaster: A powerful and destructive tornado ripped through central Tennessee, leaving destruction in its
wake. At least 24 people have been killed, homes and other buildings have been destroyed, and thousands of people are
without electricity.
Our response: Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is working with those in the impacted area, including the ELCA
Southeastern Synod, Inspiritus (formerly known as Lutheran Services of Georgia and Lutheran Services in Tennessee) and
local congregations, to respond with immediate relief. LDR plans to accompany the synod and Inspiritus to address
survivors’ needs over the long haul. Please pray for the victims of this destructive tornado and all disasters.

Honorary Life and Memorial Recognition Program
Another way to show your love is to support the Honorary Life and Memorial Recognition Program. You may honor a
woman, man, or young person in your congregation who is always there when needed. Memorial recognition may be
made in memory of someone who has died and who had a positive impact on you or your church. Proceeds go to the
South Carolina Women of the ELCA Scholarship Fund at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. An application is on
the WELCA website or contact Virginia Herlong, email: vherlong@sc.rr.com; or phone 803.206.2493.
Thank you in advance for your support! See you at Convention!
Action Committee: *denotes non-board members
Rae Davis, chairperson
Amanda Boatwright (Convention Chair)
Amanda Cruse
Jan Piersol (Host Conference Coordinator)*
Risse Snelgrove
Virginia Herlong (Honorary/Life Memberships)*

THE RIPPLE
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On February 7-8, 2020 we held the Camp Kinard Retreat. The camp’s Spiritual
Director, Pastor Christi Pursey guided the ladies in a study based on 1 Corinthians
13:4-7. It was an interactive, interesting, faith-filled, and fun presentation. We had
plenty of fellowship, shared smiles and stories, and even a few tears. The
accommodations at Camp Kinard have been updated and were quite comfortable. At
the conclusion of the retreat, Pastor Christi shared Holy Communion and included
some reminders of our baptism. As always, the snacks that Agnes and Sallie provided
during the sessions were delicious. Based on the evaluations, the women really
enjoyed Pastor Christi’s sessions and our discussions.
Your sisters in Christ, Merri Lewis, Sarah Cheesman, Denise Warren, Agnes Folk
and Sallie Folk

SILENT AUCTION
Calling all crafty Lutheran women! At our June 12-13 SC WELCA convention, we will hold a
silent auction with the proceeds to benefit Lutheran Disaster Response. Do you paint, draw,
sew, embroider, knit, crochet, or quilt? Do you do woodworking or make jewelry? Do you
enjoy putting together gift baskets full of goodies? Do you know someone who does? If so,
we need your items for the silent auction to benefit Lutheran Disaster Response. Bring your
items to the convention. Prior to the convention, please email Merri Lewis
(lewismerri@yahoo.com) that you are bringing auction items. Please include the donor’s name and
congregation, a brief description and the value of the item as well as your suggested starting bid on each item
donated.
——–————— ✁ ————–——— ✁ —–-——————— ✁ —-—————— ✁ ————————
SILENT AUCTION
(Please attach this form to your item)
Donor Name _____________________________ Phone number _________________________
Congregation __________________________________________________________________
Brief description ________________________________________________________________
Starting bid ____________________________________________________________________

THE RIPPLE
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CONVENTION WORKSHOPS
CWO Representative: Barbara Thistle

Craft/Service Project: Trina Floyd

Biblical Business Women—Lydia,
Priscilla and Dorcas. Please join our
churchwide Representative for a Bible Study
and a time of sharing. She will be bringing
updates from the Chicago office and will have
time for a question and answer session. Fri.
3:45pm, 4:45pm, Sat. 8:30am

This workshop allows you to paint a cross for
the girls dormitories in Tanzania. This craft
project ties in with our global project two years
ago. This way the girls will have a decoration of
God’s love to hang in their rooms. We are
showing our sister synod love by giving crosses
to the girls. Fri. 3:45 pm, 4:45pm, Sat.
8:30am

Loving Yourself Through Loss:
Rev. Karen Young

SC Network of Children Advocacy
Centers: Thomas Knapp and Liz
Szarkowski

Learn more about how to cope and love
yourself when you lose a loved one. Learn how
the Bible teaches us about loss, how we can
love ourselves through loss, and then how to go
on with life without our loved one. Fri.
3:45pm, 4:45pm, Sat. 8:30am

Learn more about South Carolina Network of
Children Advocacy Centers and how they help
children across the state. You will learn more
about their programs, services and just how
real child abuse is across our state and the
United States. Fri. 3:45pm, 4:45pm, Sat.
8:30am

History of Chrismons: Edith
Hawkins and Debby Fulmer
This workshop will take both workshops times
on Friday. You will learn the history, shapes,
sizes, colors and reason why the Chrismons
exist. Then you will make a small Chrismon to
take home. Fri.3:45pm and 4:45pm
workshops. This will take both
workshops on Friday.

Sexual Trauma Services of the
Midlands: Sarah Goode and Erin
Hallman Thomas
Learn more about Sexual Trauma Services of
the Midlands and what their organization does
for human trafficking. They will teach you
about human trafficking and how to detect,
prevent, and protect yourself and communities.
Also how to love yourself or others who have
been traumatized by someone. Fri. 3:45pm,
4:45pm, Sat. 8:30am

Healthy Heart Awareness: Sara
Burton
In this workshop you will learn about a Happy
Healthy Heart and how we show God’s love by
being healthy and using our hearts to show love
to one another. Fri. 3:45pm, 4:45pm, Sat.
8:30am

Making Cards for Crosses: Dina
Sherwood
Making a card to be attached to craft/service
project of painting crosses. This way the girls
will know who made them for their dormitory
rooms. If times allows you will also make card
to take home. Fri. 3:45pm, 4:45pm, Sat.
8:30am

How to do/have a Bible Study: Rev.
Christi Pursey
You will learn how to take a Bible story and
make it into a study for a group of people. Then
learn how to be the leader of that Bible study
and share that story with others. Fri. 3:45pm,
4:45pm, Sat. 8:30am

THE RIPPLE
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“First Ordination” 50th Anniversary
On November 22nd, 1970, Elizabeth Platz made
history by becoming the first ordained Lutheran
woman in America. A first-generation college
student and graduate of Gettysburg Seminary, she
had been working as a lay minister at the
University of Maryland-College Park for the five
years prior to her ordination. Platz remained
dedicated to her ministry at College Park
and worked as a chaplain for her entire career,
retiring after 47 years of service at the university.

The Fifty Year Anniversary of Ordained
Female Pastors Committee is busy
planning a presentation of our
appreciation for Female Pastors and
their dedication to Lutheran Churches.
During the Convention, on Friday, we
will have a guest speaker talk about all
the female pastors’ services to South
Carolina over the fifty years. Also, we
will have a beautiful table display
during convention. On Saturday, we
are planning to celebrate the Female
Pastors by inviting them to be a part
of our worship service in many
different ways. Then, we are inviting
all pastors and ladies to join us for a
wonderful reception in the fellowship
hall after the worship service. We will
be honoring our Female Pastors with a
gift as our token of appreciation for all
they do for us. We sent out invitations
and are excited to hear from all the
Female Pastors. We hope to see each
and every one of you there!

Looking back, Platz, a native of Pittsburgh, said she
couldn't have imagined becoming ordained. "I
came to it slowly," she said.
“Never underestimate the persistence of God."
"The pastor is an instrument. The pastor's 'I-ness'
is to be put aside … for the total focus is on the
altar and the cross."
“Be a seed planter” she urged her listeners. She
said she enjoys seeing other women following her
footsteps.
“Act like you belong,” she said, adding that
women have to decide what is most important to
them.
“Are they pastors who are women or women who
are pastors?” She said there is a difference.
“If you put pastor first, you put a certain set of
priorities first,“ she said. “If you put woman first,
it’s another set of priorities.”
THE RIPPLE
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CWO Representative
Please welcome Barbara Thistle, Executive Board Member the Churchwide
Representative for the South Carolina WELCA Convention. She will be bringing
greetings from Churchwide Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. She
will also be presenting a Bible study workshop for both workshops times on Friday and
Saturday morning. We are pleased to have her as our Churchwide Representative this
year.
Barbara Thistle was elected to the executive board of Women of the ELCA in July 2017.
She serves on the Budget and Finance committee.
Previously, Barbara served as President and Treasurer of the Metropolitan New York
Synodical Women’s Organization (7C).
Barbara is an active member at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rye Brook,
N.Y. She is the treasurer for St. Paul’s and serves on the church council. Additionally,
Barbara is President of the altar guild and St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.
Barbara graduated from Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H., with a major in Engineering Sciences and has her
Master’s of Business Administration from Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business.
Barbara has two children and one grandchild. She enjoys spending time with family and competitive ballroom
dancing.
Barbara identifies her gifts and talents as organizing management skills, knowledgeable in budget and finance,
outgoing and comfortable meeting people, and public speaker. Please take time and meet her during the
convention and help her to feel welcomed and loved.

Song and Music at our Convention
SONGLEADER — Sara Zinn Coffman was raised in a small town near York, Pennsylvania, lived
in MD, VT, then 43 years ago moved to Leesville, SC, to live on Lake Murray. She taught high
school math in Newberry Co., then worked at the University of South Carolina. She also
worked as church choir and handbells director at Union Lutheran, Leesville for 13 years.
Sara holds a BA in Secondary Ed. from Millersville University, PA, and a Master of Ed. from the
U of SC. She has 2 grown children and loves spending time with her 5 grandchildren. When
not traveling with husband Dane, she enjoys playing flute and percussion with the Congaree
New Horizons Band. She says, “I am looking forward to my 5th year as song leader and hope
you’ll find our songs inspiring and fun.”
ORGANIST— Debbie Shealy, originally from Great Falls, SC, is blessed to be a mother of two
and grandmother to three. She received a bachelor’s degree in music education from
Winthrop and a masters in gifted education from Converse. As a member of St. Philip’s
Lutheran Church, Debbie serves as an organist, pianist, and senior choir director. Debbie, a
retired public school teacher, serves as a children’s Sunday school teacher, the VBS music
leader, and is an active member of both the education and the music &
worship committees.
PIANIST - Gina Shuey is a North Carolina native, transplanted in Mount Pleasant, SC.
She is the mother of 3 grown children and the grandmother “Gammy” to Natalie! Gina
and her husband, Mike, are members of All Saints Lutheran Church in Mt. Pleasant,
where Gina also served as church musician for many years. Gina received a BA in music
from UNC Wilmington and has enjoyed many church music conferences and weeks of
“music camp” at Lutheridge!
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Special Guests are Special Blessings!
Chaplain – Rev. Kathy Harris will be our convention Chaplain. Pastor Kathy currently serves at Faith Lutheran
Chapel in Pickens, SC. Faith is a mission-start congregation. She enjoys the mission focus of the congregation.
“The folks of Faith truly understand that we are to be reaching out to our local neighbors in the love of Christ and
that all are welcome!” Women ministry groups are powerful in faith development.
Entertainment – Becky Starnes will provide entertainment at our banquet as a Minnie Pearl impersonator. She
began her impersonation at the age of twelve and has performed her act for 66 years. Becky is a member of Beulah
United Methodist Church. She was honored with the Order of the Silver Crescent award from Governor Mark
Sanford. We are looking forward to her performance.
Keynote Speaker – Tom Knapp is the executive director for the South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy
Centers. He became the executive director for the Michigan Chapter of the National Children’s Alliance after
retiring from the sheriff’s department. He reports there are approximately 42 million survivors of child sexual abuse
in the United States. He will share messages of Hope, Healing, and Trust.
Social Hour – Huger Caughman and Christopher Dukes will play the organ and piano in the sanctuary prior to
the banquet. They will be playing hymns that go with our theme, “Just Love,” as well as a few favorite hymns we
all know and love. We know you will all be blessed and filled with God’s love.
Young Women and First Timer Guests and their Coordinators – Each year we look forward to having young and
first timer women at our convention. This opportunity allows these women to build relationship with other Lutheran
women, to learn about the business side of WELCA and to enjoy the fun and fellowship of a group of wonderful,
dedicated women. This year the YWG coordinator is Jessica Walker and the FTG coordinator is Dianne Pitts. We
thank them for their service. Please remember to get your nomination forms to your conference coordinator by
April 20, 2020.
Election of the SC WELCA President by Ecclesiastical Ballot
Election of Treasurer and Board Members
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord.” 1 Corinthians 12:
4-5
At the convention in June, voting members will be electing a new president by ecclesiastical ballot. Many ladies in this
organization possess the gifts and talents needed to serve in this role. Please prayerfully consider nominating one of the
capable leaders who exemplify good leadership skills, whether it is someone on the current board, in our conferences and
units, or one of our former board members or conference leaders. The first ballot will be the nominating ballot. Any eligible
individual may be submitted for nomination by a voting member of the assembly. In order to be eligible, a woman shall be a
participant in a unit and a voting member of an ELCA congregation. No elected person shall serve as an officer or board
member for more than seven consecutive years. The President shall be elected by the convention to a term of two years and
shall be eligible for one reelection to the same office. Since Becky Koch has served two consecutive terms as President and
seven years on the Board, she is not eligible for reelection. If you will be a voting member at the convention, the Board asks
that you turn to prayer and the Holy Spirit for guidance with your nomination.
The voting members will also be electing a Treasurer and four Board members at convention. Their pictures and biographies
will be included in the information emailed to the voting members. These ladies will serve two year terms. Please review this
information carefully and be ready to vote for the ladies who you feel are the best choices. The Nominating Committee
thanks all of you who have agreed to run for these positions.
Together in Christ,
Jennifer Nuovo, chair
Betty Jo Amick, Margaret Shirer, Gail Kane
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South Carolina Women of the ELCA
Synodical Board 2020-2021
President (term exp 2020)
Becky Koch (July 8)
864-344-1786 (c)
beckykoch01@gmail.com
Immanuel, Greenwood

Vice-President (term exp 2021)
Amanda Boatwright (Oct 13)
803-674-6112 (c)
msangelwingschurchchick@yahoo.com

St. James, Leesville

Secretary (term exp 2021)
Linda Roland (March 1)
304-382-2895, lindajroland@gmail.com
Lord of Life, Bluffton

Treasurer (term exp 2020)
Rachel Quesada (Mar 8)
561-866-3011 (c)
arachelq@gmail.com
University, Clemson

Board Members Terms Expire 2020
Amanda M. Sease-Baker (Aug
13)
949-547-4557 (c)
manda4ever25@gmail.com
St. Paul's, Gilbert

Amanda West Cruse (Aug. 31)
803-917-7625
acruse1958@gmail.com
St. Peter’s, Batesburg

Rae F. Davis (Jul 5)
803-360-4968
rdvs297@gmail.com
Mt. Horeb, Chapin

Kristin Snelgrove (Nov 16)
803-629-2287
ksnelgrove2005@yahoo.com
Living Springs, Columbia

Board Members Terms Expire 2021
Sarah Cheesman (Aug. 19)
803-332-6825 (h)
803-528-0797 ©
sarah.cheesman@yahoo.com
Bethel, White Rock

Merri Lewis (Feb 18)
803-732-5429 (h)
803-445-9989 (c)
lewismerri@yahoo.com
Redeemer, Columbia

Risse Snelgrove (July 14)

Denise Warren (Nov. 19)

803-378-7696
snelgroverisse@gmail.com
St. John’s, Wahalla

803-297-2153
vdwarren13@gmail.com
Transfiguration, W. Columbia

Non-Board Positions
RIPPLE Editor/Circulation Mgr
Sherry H. Fowler (Oct 12)
843-442-3593 (h/c)
843-795-4855 (w)
shf.welca@gmail.com
Martin Luther, Charleston

The RIPPLE
The RIPPLE is published four
times per year. It is normally
mailed to the churches for
distribution to congregational
unit presidents and pastors at no
charge, as well as to the churchwide office. It is distributed to
other subscribers at an annual
subscription rate of $7 annually
or e-mailed for free to anyone.
The RIPPLE is published under
the Mission: Community
Committee of SC Women of the
ELCA. Online subscriptions
may be sent to Sherry Fowler at
shf.welca@gmail.com.
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SC WELCA Retreats
Sallie Folk and Agnes Folk
843-307-1417 (Sallie-c)
sfolk@fsd1.org
843-662-1210 (Agnes – h)
843-992-1978 (Agnes-c)
aebfolk@yahoo.com
St. Luke, Florence

Honorary Life/Memorial
Recognition Coordinator
Virginia Herlong (Jul 18)
803-932-0155 (h)
803-206-2493 (c)
vherlong@sc.rr.com
Bethany, Lexington

Subscribe to The RIPPLE
Complete the information below and send to
Sherry Fowler, RIPPLE Editor/Circulation Manager
2931 Glenarden Drive, Charleston, SC 29414
along with a check for $7.00 annually
made payable to SC Women of the ELCA if you’d like to receive a
hard copy via US Mail—OR FREE if e-mailed.
PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW.
Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
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Church & City_______________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________________
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Expanding the Circle of SC Women of the ELCA

Check out the WELCA.ORG Website for Devotional Resources
Lutheran women have a long history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire to deepen their spiritual life
and learn about issues. Women of the ELCA (WELCA.ORG) offers free, downloadable program
resources—all in English and many in Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in ministry and
action.

2020 CONVENTION SCHEDULE
Friday, June 12

Saturday, June 13

8:30 am

Registration Opens

8:00 am

Registration Opens

10:00 am

Formal Opening

8:30 am

Workshop Session C

12:00 noon

Lunch

9:30 am

Convention Reconvenes

1:00 pm

Convention Reconvenes

12:00 noon

Lunch

3:45 pm

Workshop Session A

1:00 pm

Convention Reconvenes

4:45 pm

Workshop Session B

3:00 pm

Closing Worship

5:45 pm

Concert

6:30 pm

Banquet
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