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As a community of women created in the image 
of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 

ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, engage in 
ministry and action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the society, 

and the world. 

M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T  

Mobilizing women to act boldly 
on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
All You Need is Love 

Keith and I just returned from a family vacation in 
Disney World.  As I was standing in a long line waiting 
to ride the Jungle Cruise with my son-in-law and 
granddaughter we met a group of teenagers in front of us.  
To kill time while they were standing in line they started 
to play a game on their cell phones called “Heads Up” . It 
was a simple game of guessing a song title by humming it or singing it with 
the old do do do.  As they played the game.  I started watching them play 
and couldn’t help myself to sing along on some of the songs.   Of course 
they knew all of the popular songs but when it came to the oldies but 
goodies I had them beat.  As one of the teens held her phone up she had to 

guess the song “All You Need Is Love” by the Beatles. One guy said “Who in the heck are the 
Beatles”?  I was mortified.  “I shouted you don’t know who the Beatles are?”  And I started singing 
“love, love, love, do-do-do,de,do, all you need is love, love, love, love is all you need.”  They looked 
at me funny and said nope, never heard that song before.  Gosh, did I feel old and yes I sang that song 
the rest of the night.  I just couldn’t get it out of my head. 

As we move into a new Triennial year (2023), we were informed by Churchwide WELCA our 
Triennial theme will once again be “Just Love”.  At first, I thought let’s just keep beating a dead 
horse.  But, now that I’ve had some time to digest the “Just Love” theme, I realized that loving 
ourselves and others is just what we need to do.  Remember Dionne Warwick’s song “What the 
World Needs Now Is Love”?  “It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of” and we are actively 
changing that. 

During our June convention, we celebrated the love for each other and the love we share for our 
community and our world.  Honestly, I have never had such a time that I was more proud to be a part 
of an organization than this weekend together. As I witnessed what we accomplished I was 
overwhelmed with pride. Especially when each of you stretched and opened your hearts so big to 
establish a Nursing Scholarship Endowment at Newberry College’s School of Nursing..  We 
challenged you to raise $10,000 and then you wowed us by giving over  $24,000.  

It was an amazing weekend and one that I will always remember. I say a huge thank you to all who 
helped make the convention a success and for each of you who attended. I also thank you for your 
love and supporting me as I lead my first convention.  

SC Women of the ELCA has a deep history of serving others in need and loving those we care for.  
That’s why we will continue the “Just Love” theme for our convention in 2023 at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Lexington June 23 & 24. So, mark your calendars.   

The board will have their first board meeting on September 25th in a retreat setting.  We are eager to 
start setting goals, visions and what we will focus on this coming year.  We always want to put you 
first. We want to be here for all of our congregational units and conferences. We are here because of 
you and for you. Please do not hesitate to call on us at any time with questions or needs. 

Our year will definitely focus on LOVE because that is all we truly need to help make our world a 
better place. 

Blessings to each of you,  Risse 
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What a honor and privilege to serve as your Vice President the last three 
years. I am very humbled and honored to be reelected to serve another two-
year term as South Carolina WELCA Vice President. I love you all as my 
wonderful sisters in Christ. 

As a recap on 2022 in person convention, we had a very easy and smooth 
flowing convention. We had elections on Vice President, Secretary, Four 
Board Members and Triennial Delegates. On Friday, we enjoyed eight 
different workshops on Sex Trafficking, Painting Crosses for girls in 
Tanzania, History and Making of Chrismon, Making Cards, Seeking God 
in everyday things as a Christian Lady, Bible Study on the 12 Shields,  the 
tour of the Newberry Opera House, and tour of the Newberry Museum 
where we enjoyed seeing wedding dresses from the 1700’s through today. 

On Friday we elected the Vice President and Secretary. Amanda Boatwright was reelected as Vice 
President.  Shari Donley was elected as Secretary. Then we all enjoyed a delicious meal catered by 
Shealy’s Barbeque.  After dinner, we had a relaxing and enjoyable concert by Reggie Smith and 
Ladye Love Smith.  

Saturday, we then elected four board members. We welcome back Denise Warren and Linda Roland. 
We also welcome newly elected Diane Wicker and Cindy McManus to the board. In addition to 
voting for the board, we voted on 2023 Triennial delegates. We will be sending Risse Snelgrove, 
Sarah Cheesman, Pat George, LaTynia Taylor, and Ella Shumpert. Linda Roland is our alternate. 

We were privileged to have a wonderful Church Wide Representative, Lorie Garcia. She gave a very 
moving speech.  Dr. Jerry Alewine and Dr. Jenny Lindler were our two Keynote Speakers.  They did 
a wonderful job on speaking about Newberry College Nursing Program. We collected over double 
our goal of $10,000 to help give nursing students a scholarship to help with their cost!  We ended the 
day with a beautiful service by Pastor Megan Lineberger . 

I personally want to say a huge Thank You from the bottom of my heart to all the Heartland 
Conference Ladies. They really joined together and helped make convention a success. My co-chairs, 
Sarah Cheesman, Christie Gardner, and Linda Boatwright kept me in their hands by supporting me 
with the details in planning the convention. Heartland Conference Coordinator, Jan Piersol has been a 
blessing to work with and coordinate details with Heartland Conference. Anne Caughman, Donna 
Price, Helen Fellers, and Pastor Matthew Titus were a blessing to work with from The Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer in Newberry. Thank you for hosting SC WELCA Ladies. 

My Convention Staff, host Conference Coordinator, and myself are already planning a wonderful 
convention for 2023.  

Your Sister in Christ. 

Amanda Boatwright, Vice President 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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It was great seeing you at the 2022 Convention at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Newberry in June. Your response to our convention 
projects, Katie’s Fund AND starting a new endowment scholarship for 
nursing students at Newberry College, was overwhelming! THANK 
YOU for your support! We hope that you find great joy in knowing 
the blessings your gifts make possible in the lives of others today, and 
far into the future. 

We sent $2,405.50 to the Women of the ELCA Katie’s Fund. Katie’s 
Fund is an endowment that supports ministry in the areas of leadership 
development, global connections and living theology.  

We found out that a $1,000 grant will be given to South Carolina for 
an initiative of our own choosing! Please send me your suggestions of how we might use this 
$1,000 grant to raise up bold leaders or support bold and creative ministries here in South 
Carolina. The Board will be discussing this at our next meeting September 22, so let me hear 
back from you before then with your ideas of how we can minister in South Carolina with 
$1,000! 

We were thrilled to give Newberry College a check for $24,785.52 on July 12 as the WELCA 
Nursing Scholarship Endowment’s initial founding gift. This included 
$19,206.52 (received February 1 through July 1, 2022, from conferences, 
congregational units, and individuals; and including $704 balance from the 
Fund Raiser account and $680.50 which was one fourth of the Convention 
Offering), $579 (received December 2021), and $5,000 (May 21 Board-
approved transfer from the maturing Edna Corley Estate MIF CD). All future 
contributions to the Nursing Scholarship will be added to this newly 
established endowment at Newberry College. 

Thank you, Treasurers, for your part in facilitating the offering receipts and disbursements of 
your Congregational Unit and for your continued support of the work of SC WELCA, the 
Churchwide WELCA, and for the wider work of Christ’s mission in the world. 

Blessings on all you do, 

Virginia Herlong 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 
This RIPPLE contains plenty of information about our 2022 convention, so I 

will not recap it again other than to say I am probably the only (and 

hopefully stay the only) secretary who served three years and only had to 

take notes for one in person convention.  Not only was it better for everyone 

attending since it was in person, but it was also so much easier to keep the 

record than for the virtual convention.  This year’s minutes are posted on our 

SC WELCA website.  Please take a look especially if you missed it. 

It has been a blessing for me to serve on the 

Board these last three years.  I am pleased to be 

remaining on the Board, just in a different 

capacity.   Shari Donley is our new Secretary.  I’m sure she is well 

qualified and will receive as much help and love as I have received.  She 

will certainly get that from me.    

I want to thank everyone for being patient with me as I learned the 

position and for all the help I received especially from Elsa Hope, 

Virginia Herlong, Becky Koch, and Risse Snelgrove.  Their input was 

invaluable.  I also wish to thank everyone on this year’s Secretary’s 

Report Committee for their assistance with convention minutes. 

The biggest help each of you can be to the Board is to keep us informed.  As your unit officers 

change, conference officers change, or any other item of significance happens in you unit or 

conference, please inform Shari.  The other thing each of you can do is to pray about if or what or 

how God is calling you to be a part of SC WELCA.  You have all the ability required for any task 

needed.  God equips the called.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Roland 
Outgoing Secretary  

 

 

If you have updates to officers or 
individuals contact information, 
please send it to Shari Donley at 

kipcorp07@aol.com ! 

Shari Donley 

mailto:kipcorp07@aol.com
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Dear SC WELCA, 
It is my honor, pleasure and excitement that I share with you 
the update of our two projects this year from our convention! 
Your response has been overwhelming and shows how you 

love this world  , our God, his children and our future 
nurses and leaders! 

 
 
Katie’s Fund donation’s $1,725; plus $680.50, which is a fourth of the 
convention offering. This brings the total to $2,405.50. We will be sending this 
amount to Churchwide for the Katie’s Current Fund! 
 
 

 
For our Nursing Scholarship Endowment Fund with Newberry College: 

$19,206.50   Nursing Scholarship donations & 1/4 of convention offering  

 +$579.00   contributions to the Scholarship from last year 

+$5,000.00   from a CD to be applied to the Scholarship on 7/5/22 from 

  SC WELCA board decision  

$24,785.52   TOTAL ENDOWMENT for the Nursing Scholarship at 

 Newberry College! 

 

The first scholarship is expected to be awarded this fall. Many thanks to everyone and please 

remember that we can and hopefully will continue to contribute to both of these funds into the 

future! 

 

With love and respect, 

Sarah Cheesman, 

Past Board member 

and Chair of Action Team 

ACTION 

WELCA VP- Amanda Boatwright, WELCA Treasurer- 
Virginia Herlong, Newberry College President-Maurice 
Scherrens, WELCA President- Risse Snelgrove, Dr. Jerry 
Alewin- Dean of Nursing & Health Sciences, and Dr. Jenny 
Lindler, Director of Nursing at Newberry College. 
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With the help of lots of WELCA members and even a 
couple of adoring husbands, we were able to honor 
nurses who serve or have served.  

We collected over 70 pictures to post on the mural. I 
apologize again to the lady who sent the pictures that 
weren’t posted. I believe I figured out what happened and 
rest assured it wasn’t a purposeful oversight. 

I would like to thank Denise Warren, Sarah Cheesman, and Linda Roland for their 
assistance in preparing the mural. Without their help, the mural may not have come to 
fruition. 

The most touching submissions were those of nurses who had passed. The letters that 
accompanied these pictures greatly touched my heart. 

We look forward to seeing all of you at the Fall conference meetings. If your conference 
is planning to have a Fall meeting, please contact Karen Freeman at 803-397-6728 or 
Lkfreeman68@gmail.com. 

Karen Freeman 

COMMUNITY 

mailto:Lkfreeman68@gmail.com
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GROWTH 
The purpose of MISSION: Growth, is to provide resources to facilitate/assist 
you with your Christian GROWTH. 

At the convention, Mission: Growth had a display on ELCA Good Gifts, 
made announcements regarding the program and provided resources, such as 
collection banks, catalog, posters, etc. The Growth committee would like to 
suggest ELCA Good Gifts as a project for the women, the men, the children, 
the youth and your church. At no cost to you, all resources can be ordered 
from the ELCA Good Gifts website, https://goodgifts.elca.org/. 
 (Note: you must create an account to order items.) 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in Heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Add February 24 and 25, 2023 to your calendar. SCWELCA will be having 
a retreat at Camp Kinard. The format for the retreat will be a Bible study. 
The retreat will be on women of the Bible. Do you know the lesser women 
of the Bible? Do you really know what you think you know about the 
women of the Bible and the role they played? Pastor Lisa Isenhower will be 
leading our Bible study. Pastor Lisa is the pastor at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Batesburg-Leesville. Be looking for the registration form for the Bible 

study. It will be available on our website and in the next RIPPLE. 

Another important set of dates are May 5-7, 2023. This is the date for the retreat at the Isle of Palms. 
Risse Snelgrove, SCWELCA President, will be leading the retreat. The registration form will be 
coming soon. If you have any questions, please contact Sallie Folk 

The committee continues to work with the SCWELA webmaster to add resources that women can 
use. Please visit the SCWELCA webpage to see the new items. WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! Please 
send items that can be include on the “Study Resources” webpage which women would find useful 
and helpful. These items maybe websites, books, music, graphics, etc. If you have questions, please 
contact Cindy McManus. Together, we can make the website, our website! 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 2 Peter 3:18 (ESV) 

If you have any comments or questions for the Growth committee, please feel free to reach out to any 
of the committee members. We are here for you! 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” John 13: 35 (ESV)
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Your sisters in Christ, 
Denise Warren, Chair 
Joy Derrick 
Cindy McManus, Webmaster/RIPPLE Editor 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/
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 2022 SC WELCA CONVENTION  
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SEXUAL TRAUMA SERVICES IN THE MIDLANDS 

Light House for Life Counselors led this workshop. They taught the group 
about human trafficking and how to detect, prevent, and protect yourself and 
communities. They also taught how to love yourself or others who have been 
traumatized by someone.  

CARDS FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND CROSSES 

Helen Fellers and Derryl Satterwhite led this card making workshop. The cards were make to 
be attached to craft/service project of painting crosses. This way the girls in the dormitories 
know who made them for their rooms. Participants also made a card to take home for a special 
occasion of their choice.  

CONVENTION ENTERTAINMENT/WORKSHOPS 

CRAFT/SERVICE PROJECT  

Trina Floyd and Ella Shumpert served as facilitators for the 
workshop on painting crosses. At the convention, 105 crosses 
were completed with the remaining 35 crosses being completed 
with the assistance Cathy Milejczak.  

Why did we have the cross project? In 2018, the girls of 
Tanzania had a fire in their dorm. We supplied new furniture for 
the dorm. The girls requested a decoration they could put in 
their dorm to remind them of Jesus. Cathy Milejczak, our synod 
representative for Tanzania, took the crosses and the cards 
described above with her to Tanzania. She left on July 25. 

BANQUET ENTERTAINMENT 

We welcomed Reggie Smith and Ladye Love 
Smith as our entertainment in the chapel after 
our dinner. They are a wonderful husband 
and wife duo who have been together for 27 
years. Reggie sings with The Gaither Vocal 
Band. Ladye Love is part of the opening 
show for The Gaither Vocal Band. The 

opening acts coming back for the second half, and they all sing 
together.  

Friday evening, they entertained us with songs from Gospel, Swing, 
and the Oldies. They had the audience entertain, singing along, 
clapping their hands, and even had your Vice President singing! The 
concert was very pleasing entertainment and was enjoyed by all 
whom attending. 
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NEWBERRY OPERA HOUSE 

The tour of the Newberry Opera House was very interesting. The 
tour guide was very knowledgeable. The Newberry Opera house 
was completed in 1881, at a cost of $30,000. It was designed by 
Columbia architect G.I. Norman as a place of entertainment for 
the local citizens, but also as a seat of government for the city. It 
was officially dedicated on February20, 1882. 

The tour included the 
performance hall, the 
“green room”, a 
cloakroom, and three 
dressing rooms. While 

standing on the stage, one can almost feel the 
presence of the many stars who have performed 
there not mention the ghost of “Penelope” who is 
said to still haunt the Opera House waiting for her 
long, lost musician love. 

HOW TO SEE GOD IN EVERYDAY THINGS 

Sara Burton led the group in a discussion about how to see God 
in everyday things.  Also, she showed God’s love by being 
healthy and using our hearts to show love to one another.  Sara 
talked about the four personalities: Melancholy, Sanguine, 
Choleric, and Phlegmatic. 
We discussed scripture verses Titus 2:1-5, 1 Kings 17:16, 
Corinthians 2:15, and 10:13. She also asked us if we are a 
conduit or reservoir through our actions, thoughts, and behaviors. 
She ended the session with this sentence, “God has no favorites 

so you best not either”! 

NEWBERRY MUSEUM 
One of the workshops at our convention was the tour of the 
Newberry Museum. They are currently having a bridal 
collection display until August. The collection is mostly 
owned by Jeannie Rucker and displays garments from early 
1800’s until now. Such an unique collection and interesting to 
see how history repeats itself even with fashion. Some of the 
ladies stayed with the bridal tour and others ventured around 
the museum to view different artifacts representing each city 

in Newberry county. This is certainly a place to revisit and spend more time to soak in 
the history of Newberry. What a hidden gem! We will definitely revisit the museum!   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

There's plenty to do at Camp Kinard and Coastal Retreat this fall! We 
encourage you to bring your group or sign up as an individual for these fun 
programs. Need more info? Details about each event, including registration 
links can always be found using the link below.  

  
September 15 @ Camp Kinard  
Laugh, Learn, & Lunch: Distilling Faith Join our guest presenter, the Rev. Dr. Richard 
"Dick" Campbell, as together we'll learn how Martin Luther used beer to help unify the 
church! Program includes lunch and all materials.   
 
September 27 @ Camp Kinard  
Fill My Cup 
Camp Kinard plays host to this fun event featuring a tea party and guest speaker, Rev. Mary M. 
Finklea. MORE INFO COMING SOON! 
  
October 5 & 6 @ Ponderosa Country Club 
20th Annual SCLRC Golf Classic - Sign up today! Mark your calendars and plan to join us 
at the Ponderosa Country Club (Leesville, SC) on October 6, for the 20th Annual SCLRC Golf 
Classic, supporting the ministry of Camp Kinard & Coastal Retreat. All proceeds from the 
tournament will be used to help fund the daily operational costs of each retreat center while 
benefiting countless individuals all year long! 
We are currently accepting team registrations ($300/per team) and have numerous 
opportunities available for both corporate and individual sponsorships.  

NEW THIS YEAR!  We’re taking our one day tournament and making it an overnight event! 
Come a day early (Wednesday, October 5, 2022) to enjoy an additional round of golf and cook-
out at Camp Kinard. Wake up to breakfast in the morning followed by a small group golf clinic 
with PGA Professional Bill Kumle.  

 This is the perfect opportunity for someone looking to improve their golf game or can be 
given as a gift to a loved one. For more info, please contact Elliott Cox by phone (843-886-
4630) or e-mail. 

Our main tournament takes place the following day and will commence with an award 
presentation and catered dinner by Shealy’s BBQ in the clubhouse. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 
October 12-15 @ Camp Kinard  
Holy City Spirits  
Enjoy tours of historical Lutheran churches, tastings at local breweries/distilleries, and even a 
Charleston Ghost Tour during this fun program.  

For more information go to https://sclrc.com/programs/. 

SC LUTHERAN RETREAT CENTERS 

mailto:elliott@sclrc.com?subject=SCLRC%20Golf%20Classic
https://sclrc.com/programs/
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WHAT DOES THE WELCA LOGO MEAN? 

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; 
baptized, forgiven, adopted into God’s family, full of grace and hope in 
eternal life. It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that rises 
out of that life-giving baptismal water. 

It is also a reminder of the mission of the church to “Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

 https://www.womenoftheelca.org/tools-for-leaders 

2023 ISLE OF PALMS RETREAT 
Situated directly across the street from the beautiful Atlantic Ocean.  Join us 
May 5 - 7, 2023. Cost: $150 for double, triple or quad in a room. $180 for a 
single.  This includes: 4 meals, 2 nights lodging with bed linens, snacks & 
retreat materials. Payment can be split up if needed. Bring a friend or two! 
Contact Sallie at salstitcher823@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

MORE RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES 

March 4-6, 2023 and  March 17 -19, 2023 
WILD WOMEN WEEKEND: Where is God in the midst of the over scheduled 
days and sleepless nights? How can you be a wild woman of faith in this world? 
Where is a community that can walk with you and Jesus at this time? Wild 
Women at Lutheridge is just the community for you. For over 25 years, Wild 

Women has given participants an experience that empowers, enlightens, and gives rest.  
Registration will open soon! Go to https://lutheridge.org/hosted-ministry/ for information as it 
becomes available. 

FEATURE ARTICLES FOR THE RIPPLE 
We would like to include feature articles from South Carolina church WELCA 
groups in The RIPPLE. If your church has done a special project that you would 
like to share, please send article and pictures to Cindy McManus, Editor of The 
RIPPLE, at cjm.welca@gmail.com. You may also send it by regular mail to 662 
W. Church St., Batesburg SC 29006. 

NEWS, NEWS, NEWS! 

2023 CAMP KINARD SC WELCA RETREAT 
The retreat is scheduled for Friday & Sat., Feb. 24 & 25. Please check the SC 
WELCA website & the next issue of The RIPPLE for more details as we get 
closer to the date. 

mailto:salstitcher823@yahoo.com
https://lutheridge.org/hosted-ministry/
mailto:cjm.welca@gmail.com
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NEW SOUTH CAROLINA WELCA LOGO 
We have updated the South Carolina WELCA logo. We hope you like it! We feel 
that it is a clean, clear representation of our beautiful state and reflects our 
relationship with Churchwide. 

 

CONFERENCE NEWS 
FOOTHILLS 
• Fall Foothills Conference 
• October 29, 2022. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
• Immanuel Lutheran Church, 501 E. Creswell 

Ave., Greenwood, SC  29646 

The women of the WELCA unit at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Greenwood SC are pleased to 
host the Fall Conference for the Foothills region 
on Saturday, October 29th from 10:00am to 2:00 
pm.  Registration begins at 9:30 am. 

Guest speaker will be Ms. Sabrina Miller, 
Executive Director of The Boys and Girls Club 
of the Lakelands Region.  This nonprofit 
organization’s mission is to enable all young 
people, especially those who need it the most, to 
reach their full potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens.   Two of their programs 
include the Be Great Academy after school 
program and the Starz24 Teen Center. 

All women in the conference are invited to 
attend, even if your church does not currently 
have an active WELCA unit.  This is a great 
time for fellowship.  For questions or 
information, you may contact Lena Jones, 

Conference Coordinator at (864) 425-2622 cell 
or email at  lena.m.jones@nctv.com.   
 

AMELIA 
• Amelia Conference Fall Gathering 
• St. Nicholas Lutheran Church, 235 St. 

Nicholas Church Rd. Fairfax. 
• Saturday, September 17, 2022. Registration 

will begin at 11:30 a.m.   
• Noon: Lunch, served by the women of St. 

Nicholas. 

After lunch, our guest speaker will be Cathy 
Milejczak, South Carolina- Tanzania 
Companion Synod representative.  She will be 
bringing us information from South West 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania. We will then have a brief business 
meeting after the program. 

Special Note: Please take the time to look over 
the directions on your electronic device in 
advance. Internet and cell service is spotty as 
you get closer to the church.  Once you are on 
Hwy. 641 (Confederate Highway) close to the 
church, there is signage that will help in guiding 
you to the church.  

DID YOU KNOW? 
Our organization includes Lutheran women who gather in more than 4,500 
locations in the U.S. and the Caribbean, for service, study, advocacy, fellowship 
and more! WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of 
mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  

There are three expressions of Women of the ELCA, each with its own constitution: 
• Congregational, inter-congregational and special units (about 4,500): This is the largest 

expression of the organization and are the heart of the organization.  

• Synodical Women’s Organization (in 64 of the ELCA’s 65 synods): (SWOs) establish a 
partnership with units in their geographic areas and with the churchwide women’s 
organization.  

• Churchwide Women’s Organization: (CWO) is the entire organization.  

There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA! https://www.womenoftheelca.org/about 
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LOCAL CIRCLE NEWS 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Spartanburg 

All Around in Circles… 

Submitted by Cathy Pearson 

When we were tasked with Fellowship opportunities during the pandemic, St. 
John’s Circles rallied. Prior to the pandemic, Circles would host fellowship hour 
after the 11 o’clock service and host supper hour prior to Wednesday Lenten 
services as just some ways we came together to promote camaraderie and a spirit 
of togetherness within the congregation. And then came COVID! Church became a 
virtual zoom session. 

Our Circles began sending “Thinking of You” cards with personal notes monthly 
to our homebound members, those in the military, as well as those who were added 
to our church’s weekly prayer list. Some Circles sent cards also to those who were 
deeply affected by the COVID virus, those depressed due to those circumstances, 
and to both members and non-members who needed encouragement. One of our Circles made batches of soup 
and hand-delivered them to individuals in the community! 

So many of our recipients were so appreciative of the kindness and thoughtfulness extended to them that we 
decided to extend this activity now that COVID rates have decreased and church is returning to a new normal. 
We have resumed hosting Lenten Meals and fellowship hour after our 11 o’clock services as well. 

On Sunday, November 21, we held our Thankoffering Service at both 9:00 and 11:00 with all donations given 
to the Hope Center (previously called the Children’s Shelter). The Theme for that Sunday was “Shine the 
Light of Christ into the World.” Over 60 women (including young adults and children) participated in both 
services. Hundreds of dollars in donations and gift cards were presented to the Center. 

We will continue to serve God by reaching out to others as we shine the light of Christ into the world. 

Faith Lutheran Chapel, Pickens 

The ladies of Faith WELCA have been busy bees.  We continue to have monthly WELCA meetings in the 
evening with a devotional, program, refreshments. Best of all, going around the room and sharing our most 
recent God-moments.  

This past fall, we had six ladies attend the Fall Foothills WELCA Conference hosted at St. Johns Church, 
Walhalla.  Great program and luncheon!  

Mission work we currently support is:  
 Pickens Shelter of Hope for the Homeless.  The first Saturday of each month,  we assist the DOK with 

providing a meal for the ~ 40 folks who seek shelter due to homelessness. As well we donate used clothing 
and various other items to assist with clothing and providing for those transitioning through the Shelter.  

 At Christmas, we go Christmas caroling to Nursing Homes and the homes of shut-in members.  

 We collect different items for the Dream Center each month like deodorant, detergent, toothpaste/
toothbrushes, diapers, body wash. These are used in the Dream Center store and given to clients as they 
take classes to learn how get back on their feet during a time of homelessness.  

 The Pickens County Humane Society through donations of newspapers to line the cages, dog/cat food, 
blankets, cleaning cloths, bleach for cleaning cages, as well as providing monetary support.  

 And most JOYFUL of all, every 6 months WELCA collects and buys items through our JOY offering.  We 
vote, using the ELCA Good Gifts catalog, on which items we want to purchase.  In June 2022, we chose: 
chicks, honeybees, water filters, soap and sanitation supplies, and vaccines for children.  

We are proud to be sisters in Christ doing ministry and mission through loving our neighbors and one another 
as we have become dear friends in our WELCA group; however, we always invite any new guests or visitors 
of FLC to our group - unless they are a man - LOL!   

 Respectfully submitted - Martha Dorset, Chapter Secretary  
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Subscribe to The RIPPLE 
Complete the information below and send to 

Cindy J McManus, RIPPLE Editor/Circulation Manager 

662 W. Church St., Batesburg-Leesville SC 29006 

For a hard copy send the completed form below and 
payment of $9.00 via US Mail 

OR FREE if e-mailed. 

 

PLEASE PRINT INFORMATION BELOW. 
 

Name_________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________  

Church & City __________________________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________ Phone ___________________ 

New ____________                              Renewal ____________ 

************************************************************************************** 
SC WELCA USE ONLY 

Check Number: _________ Name on Check:__________________________________ Amount:$________ 
 
Date Received:____________ Date: Check Mailed to SWO Treasurer:______________ 
 
SWO Treasurer:  Date Received ______________ Date Deposited:________________ 

The RIPPLE 

The RIPPLE is published four times per year. It is mailed to the churches for distribution to 
congregational unit presidents and pastors at no charge, as well as to the SC Synod, and church-wide 

office. 
It is distributed to other subscribers. The subscription rate has increased to $9.00/year to 

help cover the cost of printing and postage. 
Receiving it by email is free.  

The RIPPLE is published under the Mission of the Community Committee of SC WELCA. 
 

Online subscriptions may be sent to Cindy J McManus at cjm.welca@gmail.com. 
Questions? Call Cindy at 336-918-4353 or email. 
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Honorary Life/Memorial 
Recognition Coordinator 

Dee Bostic 
864-650-3956 
Deebostick1@gmail.com 

Non-Board Positions 

South Carolina Women of the ELCA Board 2022 

IOP Retreat Coordinator 

Sallie Folk 

843-307-1417 

salstitcher823@yahoo.com 

Parliamentarian 
Denise Caulder  
803-446-4569 
803-783-0488 (home) 
ornursed@hotmail.com 

Risse Snelgrove (President) 
803-378-7696 
snelgroverisse@gmail.com  
 
Amanda Boatwright (Vice President) 
803-674-6112 (cell) 
803-317-6170 (home) 
msangelwingschurchchick@yahoo.com 
 
Shari Donley (Secretary) 
843-409-5592  
kipcorp07@aol.com 
 
Virginia Herlong (Treasurer) 
803-932-0155 (home) 
803-206-2493 
vherlong@sc.rr.com 
 
Joy Derrick 
843-871-1538 (cell) 
joycemderrick@gmail.com 
 
Karen Freeman 
803-397-6728 
lkfreeman68@gmail.com 

Christie Gardner 
803-924-6221 
christiekesler@hotmail.com  
 
Cindy McManus 
(RIPPLE Editor/Webmaster) 
336-918-4353 
cjm.welca@gmail.com 
 
Linda Roland 
304-382-2890  
lindajroland@gmail.com  
 
LaTynia Taylor 
803-414-8638 
latyniamtaylor@gmail.com 
 
Denise Warren 
803-297-2153 
Vdwarren13@gmail.com 
 
Diane Wicker 
843-562-6818 (cell) 
843-538-5618 (home) 
thewickers@lowcountry.com  
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Expanding the Circle of SC Women of the ELCA 

Return Service Requested 

Check out the WELCA.ORG Website for Devotional Resources 

Lutheran women have a long history of Bible study, discipleship, and desire to deepen their spiritual 
life and learn about issues.  Women of the ELCA (WELCA.ORG) offers free, downloadable program 
resources—all in English and many in Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in ministry and 
action. 

STAY CONNECTED 

There are so many ways that Women of the ELCA can stay connected; 

Daily Grace, Gather magazine, Café, Bold Connections, Interchange, & The RIPPLE 

 

All of these publications may be accessed from our SC WELCA website—www.scwelca.com. 

Join us on our Facebook group, https://www.facebook.com/SCWELCA 


