HIGHLIGHTS
South Carolina Women of the ELCA Board Meeting
Camp Kinard Retreat Center
September 27, 2025

Present: Christy Gardner, Cindy McManus, Karen Grimm, Rachel Quesada, Linda
Roland, Carolyn Watt, Amanda Cruse, Brianna Harris Zoom: Sallie Folk, Lisa Petty

Absent: Sarah Cheesman, Shari Donley, Cristina Guillermo

Correspondence: Amanda read a letter from Bishop Jenny Aebischer thanking
everyone for prayers after her successful hip surgery and asking for continued prayer as
she now has a malignant lump on her neck and is waiting to hear about its treatment.

Christy and Cindy have been looking at convention planning for 2026.
Report of the Vice President, Cindy McManus:

1. Theme and verse for next convention — I am Worthy, I am Loved, I am Enough,
Verse: Ephesians 2:10, Hymn - Oh Love That Will Not Let Me Go

2. Convention dates June 19 and 20, 2026 at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in
Newberry, SC.

3. Will be able to use software to pay convention fees online, but still need paper
registrations as well and fill in registration form online

4. Carolyn suggested having greeters as women enter for registration, etc.

5. Christy discussed the emailed convention schedule is a work in progress. We
want to increase the workshops from 2 to 4. Will try to get all the business done
on Friday.

6. Brianna discussed possible caterers. Also, we want to have food trucks before
convention on Friday.

Treasurer’s Report:
Rachel presented the emailed reports (see attached)
Communications Update: Cindy

Motion by Cindy to increase the newsletter price from $9 to $10, which will cover the
cost of a 20-page newsletter for 40 copies.

Mission Growth Report:

2025 Retreat Information:

Camp Kinard: February 28-March 1, 2025
Leader: Pegi Roberts

27 Participants

IOP : May 16-18, 2025

Leader: Jennifer Nuovo

37 Participants



Upcoming retreat dates have been set although we need topics and presenters for both
retreats.

Camp Kinard: March 6-7, 2026
IOP: May 29-31, 2026
Mission Community: Lisa

The committee plans to continue the work from last year with Faithful Friends, the
S.A.L.T. Appeal, and Teen Suicide Prevention. Several members have mentioned
interest in joining the Suicide Prevention Task Force. Lisa plans to hold some Zoom
meetings with the committee before the next Board meeting to continue planning.

Mission Action: Carolyn

Convention Results from August:

Joy Offering — $1275.98

Convention Offering - $2525.00
Lighthouse for Life — 61 items plus $2787
Fabric Kits for LWR — 455

Farmers Market for LWR - $1902.60
Camp Kinard - $ 25.00

Nursing Scholarship - $1970

Convention Resolutions

The Resolution on the flexibility of Congregational officers from St. John’s is ready for
the Triennial.

All resolutions that were passed are located on our website

Prayer Partner forms filled out and names drawn.
Katie’s Fund and Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls

The board discussed two fundraising initiatives: Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls,
which has seed money available for health-related activities, and Katie's Fund, which can
be used for leadership training and other purposes. They reviewed deadlines for both
initiatives, with Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls due April 5th, 2025, and Katie's
Fund opening November 1st. Christy asked that we come up with ideas for using these
funds.
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