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South Carolina Women of the ELCA  
Board Meeting Minutes 

Saturday,  June 28, 2025 
St. Paul Lutheran Church – Aiken, SC 

 
Present:  
Officers:               Board: 
President: Risse Snelgrove  Lisa Petty  Cindy McManus 
Vice-President: Christie Gardner  Merri Lewis  Sarah Cheesman       
Secretary: Shari Donley   Joy Derrick 
Treasurer: Rachel Quesada   Sallie Folk    
 
Absent: Cristina Guillermo, Brianna Harris 
              
Guest: Carolyn Watt – Convention Assistant Registrar 
 
The Board toured the church, Life Activity Center and classrooms that will be used for the convention. 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 11:05AM by President Risse Snelgrove. 
 
Opening devotions were provided by Risse Snelgrove 
 
Report of the Secretary – Shari Donley 

2-28-2025 Minutes Approval: Joy Derrick moved and Sarah Cheesman second to approve 
the February 28, 2025 Board minutes. Motion carried.    

 
 Correspondence: Correspondence shared were from: Dickerson Children’s Advocacy Center, 
the SC Synod, ELCA Good Gifts, and Newberry College 

 
BOR Deadline: Shari D. shared the check-off list from the content submissions for the Bulletin 
of Reports.   

 
President’s Report – Risse Snelgrove (Refer to Google Docs) 
 
Risse S. presented her report with the following information.   
 

• Engraved Gift for LaTynia Taylor and will mail it to her with a card 
• Reviewing St. John’s Spartanburg Resolution from last year’s convention and getting feedback 

from our Churchwide Rep Gwen Edwards. 
• Mission Investment Fund/Thrivent Fund reports (will send a request to close out our $10,000 

account and transfer it to Thrivent in August. 
• Attended Foothills Conference Meeting at Immanuel Lutheran in Greenwood 
• Convention Committees/Google doc spreadsheet 
• Worked on Convention Schedule with Christie 
• Working on Script for convention 
• SC WELCA Report for the SC Synod Assembly BOR 
• Created a video with Shari Donley to highlight our organization to share at the SC Synod 

Assembly 
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• Ordered and received mustard seed necklace items for Workshop 
• Held Budget Committee Meeting to create SC WELCA budget for 2027-2028 
• Correspondence with Keynote Speakers for Convention 
• Attended the Isle of Palms Retreat 
• Emailed Dr. Jenny Lindler for an update on our Newberry Scholarship Endowment 
• LTSS Report has not sent a new updated report since February 
• Correspondence with Brenda Edwards (Churchwide Rep.) (Emails and phone calls) 
• Attended 3 Churchwide Stewardship Meetings with Jennifer Hockenbery and Myrna Wells-

Ulland 
• Appointed to a churchwide WELCA taskforce to raise $250,000 to cover deficient in our 

expenses 
• Emailed the Impact Report from Churchwide WELCA to board members 
• Emailed the CWO 2025 Strategic Plan to board members 
• Spoke to Linda Roland about the upstate conference not being active and hoping she can help 

revive the conference. 
• Updated Convention Committee Documents as needed for convention 2025 
• Assigned board liaisons for convention committees. (See print out) 
• Went to Redeemer in Newberry for a luncheon.  

 
Additional conversation included that Risse will replace Dee Bostick as the Honorary Life/Memorial 
Recognition Coordinator and Risse will work with Susan Quinn of the Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary (LTSS) to review the criteria for awarding scholarships from the $83,000 endowment.   

 
Treasurer Report – Rachel Quesada (Refer to Google Docs) 

• The Treasurer’s report was accepted as information.  
• The financial report for March 2025 to May 2025 was reviewed.  The spendable cash available 

as of 5-31-2025 is $14,329.98 
• The proposed 2026-2027 budget was reviewed. Sarah Cheesman moved and Merri Lewis 

second to approve the budget to be presented at the convention in August.  Motion carried.  
• Sarah Cheesman moved and Sallie Folk second to move the $10,000 CD held by the Mission 

Investment Fund be moved to Thrivent upon renewal on 8-3-2025.  The interest from this CD 
is to be deposited into the SWO checking account quarterly.  Motion carried.  

• Sallie Folk moved and Christie Gardner second to take one-half of the convention offering to 
cover convention expenses and the other half is to be sent to Lutheran Family Services to use 
for the transition from Foster Care program.  Motion carried.  

• The Triennial Convention Promoter stipend and the Triennial Convention Scholarship funds 
decisions were tabled.  

• Christie Gardner moved and Cindy McManus second to send any Honorary/Life Memorials to 
the South Carolina Lutheran Retreat Centers instead of LTSS. Motion carried. This change will 
be presented at the convention.  

 
Lunch break and resumed the business meeting at 12:52. 
 
 

 

Vice President Report – Christie Gardner  
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• Convention 2025 Planning Update: 
o Christie G. shared that the convention is planned with a few loose ends.  
o There will be no Board skit this year.  
o All the churches will be encouraged to bring their respective WELCA banners for the 

Banner Procession. 
o It was decided that the members of the Board will be seated throughout the convention 

so they can interact with the attendees.  Also, the CWO representative will be asked to 
move among the tables to speak to the attendees.   

• Risse will finalize the convention schedule for the BOR.  

Board Liaison Reports: 

o Cindy McManus reported on the Midlands conference 
o Christie Gardner reported on the Western conference 
o Lisa Petty reported on the Saxe Gotha conference 
o Sallie Folk reported on the Epiphany conference 
o Risse Snelgrove reported on the Upstate conference 
o Merri Lewis provided an update on the conference leaders and the upcoming conference 

gatherings.  

Communication Committee Report – Cindy McManus and Lisa Petty 

• RIPPLE –  The deadline to send in respective reports for the next RIPPLE will be two weeks after 
the upcoming Board Retreat.  The exact date will be determined when the retreat has been 
scheduled.   

• The monthly Board introductions are ongoing. 
• Lisa P. posts one time per day on the new Facebook page; we now have an X page and an 

Instagram page; and will share content from other churches.  
• The RIPPLE was mailed to 200 subscribers in May and sent to 1100 email users via MailChimp.  
• There are 25 paid subscriptions for the  RIPPLE.  
• The website is being updated regularly.  
• There is an ongoing effort to follow all the churches on social media.  
 
Nominating Committee Report – Joy Derrick 
Joy reported that there are 7 nominees for the Board, one nominee for Treasurer and four nominees 
for the Triennial convention.  An eight nominee for the Board is being secured.  

 
Mission Growth/Discipleship Report  - Joy Derrick 

• There are 27 attendees for the Camp Kinard retreat held in February 2025 and there was 
positive, great feedback on the event.  The dates for 2026 are March 6 and 7. 

• There 36 attendees for the Isle of Palms retreat in May 2025.  The dates of 2026 are May 29 to 
the 31st.  The event ended up in the black this year. Sallie Folk moved and Cindy McManus 
second to set the 2026 cost of $200 for 2 or more in a room, $250 for a single room and $100 
for a day timer.  Motion carried.  

• A paid speaker is being considered for the 2026 event.  A suggestion for a speaker will be 
added to the convention evaluation form.  
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• Cindy McManus will be stepping back from being the co-coordinator for the 2026 Camp Kinard 
event.  Volunteers will be requested at the convention.   

 

Mission Community/Stewardship Report – Cristina Guillermo 

 No report.  

Mission Action/Justice Report – Sarah Cheesman provided an update on the convention projects.  

The projects are: 

1. Whoever purchases coffee and/or chocolate from Lutheran World Relief or submits a fabric kit 
will be able to receive a pin.  Christie will make copies of the form to get a pin and have then 
available at the convention.  

2. The fabric kits will be boxed up with each box to not exceed 40#.  The boxes will be taken to 
St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Columbia who will drive the kits to Minnesota.  We will be 
taking donations to purchase boxes.  The boxes will be packed at the convention as one of the 
convention workshops. Cindy and/or Lisa will send an email via MailChimp with the 
instructions for the fabric kits.  

3. The process for the Lighthouse for Life wish-list is the items can be purchased from Amazon 
and sent to you, then you will bring them to the convention or a monetary donation can be 
made.   

4. Rachel Q. will send out the convention projects donation form.  

Old Business: 
 

• The St. John’s Spartanburg resolution email was discussed and a final decision has not been 
made as to whether to take the issue to the 2026 CWO Triennial convention. Risse will put 
together an ad hoc committee to do a final review and then make a final decision.  

• Moving the $10,000 CD from the Mission Investment Fund to Thrivent was discussed earlier.  
 

New Business: 
 

No new business.  
 

The next Board meeting will be on August 14, 2025 at 5:30PM St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Aiken, 
SC.  At this time there will be dinner followed by the meeting.  
 
The meeting closed with a prayer and adjourned at approximately 14:44.    
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Shari Donley, SCWELCA Secretary  
 
Approved on ___________________________________ 


