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South Carolina Women of the ELCA  
Board Meeting Minutes 

Friday,  February 28, 2025 
Camp Kinard Lutheran Retreat Center – Batesburg-Leesville, SC 

 
Present:  
Officers:               Board: 
President: Risse Snelgrove  Lisa Petty    Brianna Harris 
Vice-President: Christie Gardner  Cristina Guillermo   Merri Lewis       
Secretary: Shari Donley   Joy Derrick 
Treasurer: Rachel Quesada   Sallie Folk    
 
Absent: Sarah Cheesman 
              
Guest: Cindy McManus – RIPPLE editor 
 
Opening devotions were provided by Joy Derrick. 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 10:15AM by President Risse Snelgrove. 
 
Report of the Secretary – Shari Donley 

8-24-2024 Minutes Approval: Joy Derrick moved and Lisa Petty second to approve the 
August 24,,2024 Board minutes. Motion carried.    

 
 Correspondence: Correspondence shared was two Thank You’s from ELCA World Hunger 
and Lutheran Disaster Response, a Thank You from the CWO, a Thank You from Katie’s Fund, a 
Thank You from Newberry College, two Thank You notes from LDR Carolinas, and a Thank You from 
Neighbors Together.   

 
BOR Deadline: Shari D. shared a draft of a check-off list from the content submissions for the 
Bulletin of Reports.  After some discussion updates will be made to the form and it will be sent 
out to the Board to use as a tool for completing the BOR.  Pre-convention packets will be 
emailed instead of mailed unless the attendee requests the packet to be mailed. Verbiage will 
be put on the convention registration form to denote if the attendee wants the packet mailed.   

 
 
President’s Report – Risse Snelgrove (Refer to Google Docs) 
 
Risse S. presented her report with the following information.   
 

• The resignation of LaTynia Taylor was accepted. 
• Christie G. moved and Cristina G. second to nominate Cindy McManus to fill the remaining 

term of LaTynia Taylor until the next convention.  Motion carried.  
• Handled threat of two violations of Copyright infringements from PicRights for pictures copied 

from a CWO publication in April 2022 and were posted on our website.   
• Provided a synopsis for questions from the 2024 report from the Lutheran Theological 

Southern Seminary (LTSS) regarding the scholarship balance and how the scholarships are 
awarded. Cindy M. moved and Christie G. second to have the Board executive committee 
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meet to discuss an update to the LTSS Memo of Understanding and bring a report back to the 
Board.  Motion carried.  

• The St. John’s Spartanburg Resolution submitted at the last convention was discussed. A 
Constitution/By-Laws Ad Hoc committee was assigned to formulate a response to the 
resolution.  Members of this Ad Hoc committee are Risse S., Cindy M., Lisa P., Christie G., 
and Shari D.  

• The 2025 elections to be voted on at the 2025 convention include the President, the Treasurer, 
four Board members and three 2026 Triennial delegates.  

• Joy D. will chair the Nominating committee and Merri L. will serve as a member.  Another 
member will be recruited.  

• A letter was sent to Bishop Ginny Aebischer to speak at the convention.  She is unable to 
attend however Deacon Kimberly Heindl will come in her place. Lisa Isenhower will be invited 
to speak at the convention to discuss the synod partnership we have with Colombia.   

• A CD with Mission Investment Fund is due to mature. Christie G. moved and Sallie F. second 
to move the $10,000 CD from Mission Investment Fund to Thrivent.  Motion carried.   

• Communicated with CWO with an updated Active Unit Assessment that shows we have 80 
active units in South Carolina.  

• Leads a Board Bible Study with is getting positive feedback.  
• Attended the CWO President’s conference in February.  
• Addressed a request from Emily of Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC)  that LSC be a 

convention project.  
• Worked with the Treasurer in February to move the 2-year $30,000 MIF CD from Mission 

Investment Fund to Thrivent.   
 

Treasurer Report – Rachel Quesada (Refer to Google Docs) 
• The Treasurer’s report was accepted as information.  
• The financial report for February 2024 to February 2025 was reviewed.  The spendable cash 

available as of 1-31-2025 is $8,257.30. 
• The proposed 2026-2027 budget was reviewed.  
• Pat George will be the 2026 Triennial Gathering Promoter and the dollars to be allotted will be 

tabled until a later date.  
• Sallie F. moved and Lisa P. second to send $1,000 to Lutheran Services Carolinas to be used 

in South Carolina.  Sallie F. moved and Merri L. second to amend the motion to take the 
monies from the Benevolence line item in the budget.  Motion carried.  

 
12:30 – 13:13 – Lunch break.  
 
Vice President Report – Christie Gardner  

• Convention 2025 Planning Update: 
o Christie G. presented a 2025 convention staff listing which was reviewed.  
o The convention workshops will be: 

 Mustard Seed necklace 
 CWO Rep/models 
 Multi-cultural awareness 
 Bible Study on Mark 6 
 Meditation/Yoga 
 Hopeland Gardens Tour with van transportation 
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 Luther Disaster Response Speaker 
 Fabric Kits project box pack-up workshop 

• The Board approved Newberry Hall and What’s Cooking to be the food vendors. 
• The Board approved a Jazz band for $450 to be the convention banquet entertainment.  
• Joy D. moved and Sallie F. second to charge $17 for lunch, $30 for the banquet.  The motion 

was amended by Joy D. to charge $55 for registration up to and including 7-31-25 and 
charging $65 on or after 8-1-25.  Motion carried.  

• The convention registration form is to be updated with the following: 
o Add an option to pay by credit card but still need to fill out the registration form, 
o Take the workshops off the form as there will be open attendance, and 
o Add an emergency contact with phone number 

• Motion carried where Cindy M. moved and Merri L. second to: 
o Adopt the convention theme as Renew, Refresh Remember 
o Romans 12:2 as the convention verse 
o Crashing Waters at Creation as the convention hymn 

• A draft of the convention schedule was reviewed and updates were provided.  

Board Liaison Reports: 

o Cristina G. report on the Coastal conference 
o Lisa Petty reported on the Saxe Gotha conference 

Communication Committee Report – Cindy McManus and Lisa Petty 

• RIPPLE –  The deadline to send in respective reports for the next RIPPLE creation is 5-15-25. 
                  This RIPPLE will have a focus on the convention. 
• The monthly Board introductions are ongoing. 
• Lisa P. posts one time per day on the new Facebook page; we now have an X page and an 

Instagram page; and will share content from other churches.  
• The RIPPLE was mailed to 209 subscribers and submitted by MailChimp to 1321 subscribers.  
• The website has been updated for easier navigation and looks awesome. 
• The SWO Handbooks were updated with recent CWO updates   

 
Mission Growth/Discipleship Report  - Joy Derrick 

• There are 25 registrations for the Camp Kinard retreat 
• There are nine registrations so far for the Isle of Palms retreat in May 
• Resources are provided on the SCWELCA website 
• No one has signed up for an on-line Bible Study 

 
Mission Community/Stewardship Report – Cristina Guillermo 

• Work is still going on regarding Teen Suicide 
• There is a need for more education on social media for young women 

 

Mission Action/Justice Report – Merri Lewis provided an update in place of Sarah Cheesman on 
the two convention projects.  
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The projects are: 

1. (Local) - Lighthouse for Life who takes care of locally trafficked girls.  The goal is to assist with 
their “wish list” that will help Kares House (their rescue house) become a safe, loving haven 
while they recover and become strong and independent.   

2. (Global) – Provide at least 1,000 fabric kits for Lutheran World Relief that will be shipped to 
Minnesota. No donations will be taken up for shipping as SCWELCA is coordinating with St. 
Andrew’s to participate in their gathering for the shipping.  

Conference Coordinator Report – Merri Lewis 

The following Spring conference events are planned for: 

• Coastal on March 15th at 10:30A at St. Luke’s in Summerville, 
• Saxe Gotha at Transfiguration 
• Epiphany on March 22nd at 11A at Cross and Crown in Florence, 
• Foothills on April 5th at 10A  at Immanual in Greenwood 
• Heartland on April 27th at 3P  
• Western on April 27th  at 3P at St. James in Leesville 

Old Business: 
 

• Teen Suicide Prevention – To be addressed by the Community/Stewardship Committee 
• Leadership Workshops – Push the SWO guides and handbook 
• Risse shared the CWO President letter of response regarding the Triennial Convention 

Election Process. Risse will respond to the CWO President after meeting with the Board 
Executive committee.  

• The LTSS report was discussed earlier in the meeting 
• The St. John’s Spartanburg resolution email was discussed earlier in the meeting.  

 
New Business: 
 

• Christie G. moved and Cristina G. second to approve Diane Wicker as the convention 
parliamentarian.  Motion carried.   

• Cristina G. moved and Christie G. second to approve Pat George as the 2026 Triennial 
Gathering promoter. Motion carried.  
 

The next Board meeting will be on June 28, 2025 at 10:00AM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Aiken, 
SC.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned at approximately 15:50    
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Shari Donley, SCWELCA Secretary  
 
Approved on June 28, 2025. 


