Elisha and Elijah
In this story of Elisha and Elijah we can see an example of Elisha acting as the Body of
Christ, much like our example of “eagles” helping a fallen “eagle.”
1 Kings 19, 20
3 Elijah

was afraid[a] and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left
his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came
to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had
enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay
down under the bush and fell asleep.
All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked around, and
there by his head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and
drank and then lay down again.
angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up
and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank.
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached
Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night.
7 The

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10 He

replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have
rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the
sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for
the LORD is about to pass by.”
11 The

9 So

Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him
and threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me
kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”

2 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has
sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So
they went down to Bethel.

company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know
that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
3 The

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.”
4 Then

Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So
they went to Jericho.
company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you
know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”
5 The

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.”
6 Then

Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the
two of them walked on.

Hymn 779
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life
Say to the Lord, "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!"
… And He will raise you up on eagles' wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of His hand
You need not fear the terror of the night
Nor the arrow that flies by day
Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come
… And He will raise you up on eagles' wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of His hand

Psalm 103
Praise the Lord, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 Praise the Lord, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
5 who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Prayer
Lord make us instruments of your peace. Give us the courage to act on your behalf as
the Body of Christ. To circle above dropping nourishment and encouragement to any
fallen, discouraged, despairing fellow believers. Bless our little efforts so that they yield
great results. Open our hearts and minds so that we can be there for those that need
us, like Elisha was for Elijah. And that we can all help each other to continue soaring
with you.
Amen

