Minutes
South Carolina Women of the ELCA
Thirty-Seventh Annual Convention
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Aiken, South Carolina
August 15 & 16, 2025

Risse Snelgrove Presiding
Theme: Renew, Refresh, Remember

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2

Friday, August 15, 2025
Pre-Convention Business
The Voting member orientation commenced at 12:30 pm.

Shari Donley, Secretary, asked if the name of Luanne Farrish shows up in the Bulletin of Reports (BOR)
that her last name be corrected to read Farish. The yellow voting ballot for Board members was
updated to include Denise Warran and Ella Shumpert so that it would match the list of Board member
nominees listed on page 52 of the BOR. Instructions were given to contact Shari for anyone who finds
any information that is incorrect in the BOR.

Shari continued with giving orientation instructions to the voting members.
Christie Gardner, VP and Convention Chair, made convention and housekeeping announcements.

Risse Snelgrove, President, made additional announcements about the election of the President, the
proposed budget, and submitting a resolution via the resolution form. Risse continued with recognizing
the convention staff and introduced the CWO Board representative, Gwendolyn Edwards from Omaha,
Nebraska.

The orientation session concluded at 1:00 pm.

Pastor Rebecca Wicker gave cognition to the Native American tribes that are around our convention
place.

The Opening Worship Service and the formal opening of the 37t Annual Convention of the SC Women of
the ELCA commenced at approximately 1:00 pm.

Pastor Rebecca Wicker officiated the Opening Worship and Offering Service.



Plenary Session One
Plenary Session Two began at 12:45 pm.
Risse called on Sherry DeWitt from St. Paul Lutheran Church to give a welcome to the convention.
Risse called on Deacon Kimberly Heindl to bring greetings from the SC ELCA Synod.
Risse introduced the SWO Board.
Risse introduced and appointed Diane Wicker to be the convention parliamentarian.
Risse introduced and recognized the members of the 2025 convention committees.

Risse recognized the Past-Presidents and those who were present. Also recognized were the Conference
Leaders.

Risse recognized the Young Women Guests and the First Timer Guests.
Risse recognized the voting members and the attending leaders for Congregational Units.

First Report of the Committee on Credentials by Betty Jo Amick at 2:09 pm.

Voting Members 62 Visitors 23
Officers 3 Young Women Guests 2
Board Members 8 First Timer Guests 11
Voting Strength 73 Other 0

Total Attendance 120

Betty Jo moved the report to be accepted. Motion carried.

Adoption of Board Recommendation #1 —Rules of Procedures (pages 20 - 22)

Risse called on Secretary, Shari Donley, who referred to the Proposed Rules of Procedure found on
pages 20 - 22 in the BOR. Secretary Donley moved that the Proposed Procedures be adopted
(Recommendation #1 found on page 22). Motion carried.

Adoption of Board Recommendation #2 — Agenda (pages 14 - 19)

Secretary Donley referred to the Convention Program Agenda for the 2025 SC WELCA Convention on
pages 14 - 19 of the BOR. Secretary Donley moved that the Convention Agenda be adopted
(Recommendation #2 found on page 22). Motion carried.

Risse called on Joy Derrick, Chair of the Nominating Committee to read the constitution criteria for the
Nomination of the President found on page 20 of the BOR.

First Nominating Ballot for President

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
blue ballot.



Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the nominating of a President.

Voting members provided nominations for President using the blue ballot that were collected by the
convention tellers and then turned over to the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation.
Risse declared that the Nominating Ballot for President be closed.

Risse announced that nominations from the floor for Treasurer closes at 5:00 pm and to turn the
nominations in to Secretary Shari Donley.

Pastor Mary Finklea brought greetings from the South Carolina Lutheran Retreat and announced she is
available to visit congregations for the Chari-Tea program.

Christie Gardner provided announcements. Amanda Cruse recognized the Western conference members
who worked to make the convention happen. All were dismissed for a 10-minute break.

Plenary Session Two
Plenary Session Two began at 2:45 pm.

Second Report of the Committee on Credentials by Betty Jo Amick at 2:45 pm.

Voting Members 62 Visitors 23
Officers 3 Young Women Guests 2
Board Members 8 First Timer Guests 11
Voting Strength 73 Other 11

Total Attendance 120
Betty Jo moved that the report be accepted. Motion carried.

Balloting — Results of the first ballot for President by Ella Shumpert
Ella explained the results and who received votes. Three-fourths of legal votes were necessary to win on
the first ballot.

The results of the Nominating Ballot for President are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 63
Number of invalid votes cast 0
Necessary to Elect 42

Christy Gardner — 29
Joy Derrick — 8

Sallie Folk =5

Amanda Cruse — 4
Diane Wicker —3
Amanda Boatwright - 2
Ella Shumpert - 3
Beverly Harrison — 1
Carolyn Watt - 2
Luanne Farish — 1



Linda Roland -1

Jan Long -1

Sabrena Matthews — 1

Cindy McManus - 1
Names were removed by request to withdraw. The remaining candidates were Christie Gardner,
Amanda Boatwright, Beverly Harrison and Cindy McManus.

Second Ballot for President

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
pink ballot.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the second ballot for President.

Second ballot for President was casted using the pink ballot that were collected by the convention tellers
and then turned over to the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse declared the
second ballot for President closed.

Cindy McManus introduced the CWO representative, Gwendolyn Edwards who gave us greetings from
churchwide and gave us an update on what is being addressed at the CWO level. We were shown a
video from Myrna Uland-Wells the CWO President.

Balloting — Results of the second ballot for President by Ella Shumpert
Ella Shumpert explained the results and who received votes. Two-thirds of legal votes were necessary to
win on the second ballot.

The results of the Second Ballot for President are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 72

Number of invalid votes cast___ 0

Necessary to Elect 42

Christy Gardner was elected President with 67 votes for a two-year term. Christie came forward and
addressed the convention.

Because Christy was the current Vice-President with one-year left on her term it was necessary to elect a
new Vice-President to complete her term.
First Ballot for Vice-President

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
orange ballot.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the first ballot for Vice-President.
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First ballot for Vice-President was casted using the orange ballot that were collected by the convention
tellers and then turned over to the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse
declared the first ballot for Vice-President closed.

Announcements were made by Christie Gardner before the break for the workshops.

The attendees dispersed to attend workshops.

Balloting — Results of the first ballot for Vice-President by Ella Shumpert

Ella explained the results and who received votes. Three-fourths of legal votes were necessary to win on

the first ballot.

The results of the Nominating Ballot for Vice-President are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 69
Number of invalid votes cast__ 1
Necessary to Elect 55
Amanda Cruse — 3
Lisa Petty —1

Brianna Harris - 4

Amanda Boatwright - 21

Beverly Harrison — 1

Sallie Folk — 6

Sarah Cheesman—1

Cristina Guillermo — 3

Denise Warren —4

Joy Derrick — 9

Cindy McManus — 13

Carolyn Watt - 3
There were not enough votes to fill the position so a second ballot is necessary. Names were removed
by request to withdraw. The remaining candidates were Amanda Boatwright, Denise Warren, Joy
Derrick, Cindy McManus, Lisa Petty, Cristina Guillermo and Brianna Harris.

Second Ballot for Vice-President

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
green ballot.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the second ballot for Vice-President.

Second ballot for Vice-President was casted using the green ballot that were collected by the convention
tellers and then turned over to the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse
declared the second ballot for Vice-President closed.
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Pastor David Coffman brought greetings from Newberry College.

Adoption of Board Recommendation #3 — Audit Report (page 22)
Sarah Cheesman, Chair of the Finance Committee, moved to adopt Board Recommendation #3.
Motion Carried.

President Risse called on Sarah Cheesman to report on the morning’s worship service offerings. There
was a Joy Offering of $1,275.98 and a Convention Offering of $2,215.00.

Presentation of the 2026 — 2027 Budget

Sarah Cheesman, substitute for SWO Treasurer, presented the current and the proposed budget for
2026-2027 found on page 36 of the BOR. There were no questions at that time.

Robert Kopp brought greetings from Thrivent.

Ronald Redd brought greetings from the SC Lutheran Men in Mission

Balloting — Results of the second ballot for Vice-President by Ella Shumpert

Ella explained the results and who received votes. Two-thirds of legal votes were necessary to win on

the second ballot.

The results of the Second Ballot for Vice-President are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 60
Number of invalid votes cast____ 1
Necessary to Elect 40

Lisa Petty — 2

Brianna Harris - 3

Amanda Boatwright - 17

Cristina Guillermo —12

Denise Warren —2

Joy Derrick — 8

Cindy McManus — 16
There were not enough votes to fill the position so a third ballot was necessary which will consist of the
top two ballot getters from the second ballot. The remaining candidates were Amanda Boatwright and
Cindy McManus.

Third Ballot for Vice-President

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
orange ballot.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the third ballot for Vice-President.
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Third ballot for Vice-President was casted using the orange ballot that were collected by the convention
tellers and then turned over to the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse
declared the third ballot for Vice-President closed.

Balloting — Results of the third ballot for Vice-President by Ella Shumpert
Ella explained the results and who received votes. A majority of legal votes were necessary to win on the
third ballot.

The results of the Third Ballot for Vice-President are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 70
Number of invalid votes cast 0
Necessary to Elect 36

Amanda Boatwright - 30

Cindy McManus — 40
Cindy McManus was elected Vice-President.
Announcements were made by Christie Gardner before the break for the workshops.
Pastor Rebecca blessed the banquet meal.
Banquet — 6:15 pm
Entertainment at 6:45pm by Encounters in Time

Saturday, August 16, 2025

8:00 am Registration opened. Voting Members to be registered by 9:00 am

8:30 am Announcements and Joy in Singing
8:40 am — Morning Devotions by Pastor Rebecca Wicker.

Plenary Session Three
Third Report of the Committee on Credentials by Betty Jo Amick at 9:01am.

Voting Members 62 Visitors 31
Officers 3 Young Women Guests 3
Board Members 8 First Timer Guests 12
Voting Strength 73 Other 11

Total Attendance 130
Betty Jo moved the credentials to be accepted. Motion carried.

Report of the Nominating Committee for Treasurer by Joy Derrick
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Joy presented the nominee for Treasurer found on page 44 of the BOR.

Risse asked for any nominations from the floor. There were none. President Risse asked that nominee
Karen Grimm to please stand and be recognized.

Ballot for Treasurer

The red ballots are to be used for voting for the Treasurer.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the ballot for Treasurer.

Risse declared the ballot for Treasurer closed.

Voting commenced for Treasurer.

Ruth Ann Snipes and Kelli Fulmer brought greetings from Lutheran Disaster Relief of the Carolinas.

Adoption of Board Recommendation #4 — 2026 — 2027 Budget

Sarah Cheesman presented Board Recommendation #4 on page 36 to adopt the proposed budget for 2-
1—2026 to 1-31-2027. There were no questions or debate about the proposed budget. Voting
proceeded and the proposed 2026 — 2027 budget was adopted. Motion carried.

Report of the 2024 — 2025 Financial Summary
Sarah Cheesman, Chair of the Finance Committee, presented reports for the last fiscal year. See pages
31-36inthe BOR. There were no questions on the reports. Risse called for attention to unit giving.

Balloting — Results of the ballot for Treasurer by Ella Shumpert
Ella Shumpert explained the results and who received votes.

The results of the Nominating Ballot for Treasurer are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 69

Number of invalid votes cast___ 0

Necessary to Elect 52

Karen Grimm was elected as Treasurer for a two-year term.

First Ballot for Board Members

Joy Derrick, chair of the Nominating a Committee, presented the following:

Four Board Members shall be elected for a term of two years. The Nominating Committee shall
nominate twice the number of people for the vacancies to be filled.

Candidates for the Board are Amanda Cruse, Sallie Folk, Helen Gnann, Cheryl Peters, Linda Roland, Ella
Shumpert, Carolyn Watt and Denise Warren. There was no nomination from the floor.
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Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the election of Board positions.

First Ballot for Board members

Ella Shumpert, Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the procedure using the
yellow ballots.

Sarah Cheesman, from the floor, recommended that Ella be removed from the counting of ballots.
Recommendation approved.

Balloting proceeded with the ballots being collected by the convention tellers and then turned over to
the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse declared the First Ballot for Synodical
Board members closed.

VP Christie Gardner provided announcements and Risse commented on the SALT project appeal.

Break — 9:45 am and reconvened at approximately 10:00am.

Merri Lewis introduced the first keynote speaker, Dr. Cathy Milejczack who reported on the She Shed
Project. Cathy shared that another trip to Tanzania will be made in July, 2026.

Balloting — Results of the first ballot for Board Members by Cathy Plowden
Cathy explained the results and who received votes.

Report of the First Ballot for Board members by Cathy Plowden
The results of the First Ballot for Board Member are:

Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 70

Number of invalid votes cast___ 0

Necessary to Elect 36

Sallie Folk — 52
Linda Roland — 34
Cheryl Peters — 16
Amanda Cruse — 47
Carolyn Watt — 52
Helen Gnann - 21
Ella Shumpert — 26
Denise Warren - 26

Risse declared Sallie Folk, Amanda Cruse and Carolyn Watt received the votes necessary to be elected to
the Board for a two-year term.



Second Ballot for Board members

Cathy Plowden, standing in as the Chair of the Committee on the Conduct of Elections, explained the
procedure using the salmon ballots.

Pastor Rebecca provided a prayer for guidance for the second election of Board positions.
Balloting proceeded with the ballots being collected by the convention tellers and then turned over to

the Committee on the Conduct of Elections for tabulation. Risse declared the Second Ballot for Synodical
Board members closed.

Heather Dorries brought greetings from the SC Lutheran Homes.
The attendees departed to attend their respective workshops.

Risse presented gifts for the outgoing Board members: Linda Roland, Diane Wicker and Cindy McManus.
VP Christie Gardner gave announcements.

Diane Wicker blessed the Noon meal.

Lunch at Noon.

Kristi Tucker brought greetings from the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of the Carolinas.
Sarah Quinney brought greetings from Lutheran Services of the Carolinas during lunch.

A raffle was held for the youngest attendee, oldest attendee and who traveled the farthest.

Traci Matthews lead the Sanctified Slide exercise and music. It was greatly enjoyed by all.

Plenary Session Four

Fourth Report from the Committee on Credentials by Betty Jo Amick at 1:01pm.

Voting Members 62 Visitors 32
Officers 3 Young Women Guests 3
Board Members 8 First Timer Guests 12
Voting Strength 73 Other 11

Total Attendance 131
Betty Jo moved to accept the report. Motion Carried

Balloting — Results of the Second ballot for Board Members by Cathy Plowden
Cathy Plowden explained the results and who received votes.

Report of the Second Ballot for Board members by Cathy Plowden

The results of the Second Ballot for Board Member are:
Eligible to vote 73
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Number of votes cast 69
Number of invalid votes cast_ 1
Necessary to Elect 36

Linda Roland — 36
Ella Shumpert - 19
Denise Warren - 13

Risse declared Linda Roland received the votes necessary to be elected to the Board for a two-year term.

Risse recognized two Board members whose terms have ended; Merri Lewis and Joy Derrick. They were
each presented with a plaque.

Report from the Action Committee on Convention Projects and Convention Giving — Sarah Cheesman
Sarah gave this report from page 38 and page 53 in BOR. As of today, we have:

Joy Offering - $1,275.98

Convention Offering - $2,525.00

Lighthouse for Life — 61 items and $2,787.00

Fabric Kits for LWR — 455 kits and $1,902.60. There were 24 packed boxes to be sent to Minnesota.
Camp Kinard - $25

Newberry Nursing Scholarship - $1,970.00

Jeff Reece brought greetings and thanks from the Lighthouse for Life.
Pastor Rebecca blessed the projects and the gifts.

Election for Triennial Voting Members
Joy Derrick, chair of the Nominating Committee, referred to page 52 of the BOR to explain the voting for
the 2026 Triennial Voting members.

Ticket A (light purple) — A Woman of Color who primary language is other than English — Nominee
Beverly Harrison

Ticket B (lilac) — First Time Voting Member — Nominee Ella Shumpert

Ticket C (dark purple) — Voting members of the Triennial convention — Nominees Risse Snelgrove & Linda
Roland.

Voting commenced doing all three ballots at once. Risse declared the voting for Tickets A, B and C
closed.

Lisa Petty introduced the next keynote speaker Pastor Lisa Isenhower who spoke on her trip to our
companion synod, Colombia.

Pat George, the SC WELCA 2026 Triennial Gathering Promoter, to bring news on the gathering.
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Risse called on Aubrey Guyton to introduce the Young Women Guest.

Risse called on Cheryl Peters, Coordinator for our First Time Guests, to introduce the ladies and the
church they attend.

Report of Ballots for Triennial voting members by Cathy Plowden
The results of the Ballot for Ticket A are:

Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 60

Number of invalid votes cast__ 0

Necessary to Elect 31

Votes to elect were 60 for Beverly Harrison.
Risse declared Beverly Harrison as the women of color voting member to the 2026 Triennial Convention.

The results of the Ballot for Ticket B are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 63

Number of invalid votes cast___ 0
Necessary to Elect 33

Votes to elect were 63 for Ella Shumpert.
Risse declared Ella Shumpert as the first-time voting member to the 2026 Triennial Convention.

The results of the Ballot for Ticket C are:
Eligible to vote 73

Number of votes cast 63

Number of invalid votes cast__ 0
Necessary to Elect 33

Votes to elect were 63 each for Risse Snelgrove and Linda Roland.
Risse declared Linda Roland and herself as voting members to the 2026 Triennial Convention

Report of the Secretary
Shari Donley referred everyone to her report on page 28 of the BOR. She thanked all who gave her the
opportunity to serve as their Board Secretary.

Shari Donley received permission from President Risse to step out of the Secretary role and assume the
role of a voting member speaking from the floor by exercising the Privilege from the Floor. Permission
granted. Shari asked the attendees if, in the future, the elections for President and for Vice-President be
a nomination ballot instead of an ecclesiastical ballot. The reason is that the nominees can be included
in the BOR and convention attendees can have time to review the credentials of the nominees. The
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attendees voted overwhelmingly to have a nomination ballot in lieu of an ecclesiastical ballot. Shari
asked permission from President Risse to step back into the roll of Secretary. Permission granted.

Report of the Vice President
Christie Gardner stated her report is on page 27 in the BOR and gave thanks for the great convention we
are having.

Vice-President Christie Gardner presided as Chair during the Report of the President.

Christie referred everyone to pages 26-27 of the BOR for the Report of the President and called on Lena
Jones, Chair of the Committee on the Report of the President, to give her report.

Committee on the Report of the President — Lena Jones

Lena reported that her committee had reviewed Risse’s Report of August 12, 2025. They all approved
and moved to adopt the report. Motion carried.

Risse presented the Report of the President.

Christie Gardner turned the Chair back over to President Risse Snelgrove.

Report of the Committee on Minutes — Beth Fischer

Beth reported that her committee met with the secretary and reviewed the minutes through the end of
the day, August 15, 2025. Beth moved to accept the report. Motion carried. Risse, Christie and Shari will
review the remaining minutes for final approval.

Report on Reference and Counsel - Linda Roland

Linda presented Resolution #1 — Flexibility in Unit Structure and Requirements for Membership of the
Women of the ELCA (See attached).

Sallie Folk moved and Cindy McManus second to request to suspend the Rules of Procedure that require
the resolutions to be moved to New Business for voting and to allow discussion as each resolution is it is
presented. The attendees voted with 25 in favor of and 14 against adopting the motion. Motion carried.

Linda read Resolution #1 and moved for adoption. Motion carried.

Linda read Resolution #2 — SALT (Sharing, Abundance, Love and Thanks) and moved for adoption.
Motion carried. (See Attached)

Linda read Resolution #3 — Faithful Friends and moved for adoption. Motion carried. (See Attached)

Linda read Resolution #4 — Food Bank Birthday Boxes and moved for adoption. Motion carried. (See
Attached)
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Linda read Resolution #5 — Justice for our Neighbors and moved for adoption. Motion carried. (See
Attached)

Linda read Resolution #6 — 2025 Report of the Committee on Reference and Council and moved for
adoption. Motion carried. (See Attached)

Unfinished Business — None

New Business
There was no New Business.

Announcements by Christie Gardner Christie announced that the 2026 convention will be held at the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Newberry on June 19%" and 20%™. Christie directed the attendees
to turn in the name tags, to do the evaluations, and gave instructions for Worship and Closing of the
Convention.

The convention concluded with:

The Holy Communion Service with Pastor Rebecca Wicker presiding,

Installation of Officers and Board by Gwendolyn Edwards, CWO representative,

The formal closing of convention and Liturgy, and

A Board Meeting of all current, outgoing, and new officers and board members followed the worship.

Respectfully submitted,
Shari Donley, Secretary

Approved on September 5, 2025 by:
Risse Snelgrove, Past-President
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South Carolina Women of the ELCA Annual
Convention

RESOLUTION (New Business)

Resolutions must be received by the Committee on Reference and Counsel no later than
Friday, August IS, 2025 end of Business Session two (2).. Please submit the form to

Resolutions shall have the name of the person/congregational unit submitting the form and
four voting members representing different units of the SWO. Presentation, discussion and
voting on resolutions will be done near the end of the convention during Ihe business
session on Saturday, August 16,2025. Resolutions may only be submitted by registered
voting members.

Please submit the form to: Sallie Folk at 422 W. Pine St Florence SC 29051
(843)3071417 Saistitcher823@yahoo.com

Voting Member Name Name of Congregational Unit City

RLOM,.J_&chOMmm lhn'snf.i[\ana,x CnQhaldh SC
Dallie Folh A Fube Siobosn | Howwer SC
Ratle 8 mick atlunan | fapin, SC
i e L Rl mitsCOlia| L onnitin. . SC
I T - Audhoia. | kel 2IC

| (we) submit the following resolution related to: The eie o n of the ELCA make changes to the model
constitution for Congregational Units and Inter-congregational units to have a more relaxed and welcoming
structure of leaders. Considering this will allow congregational units that are decreasing in size and having
difficulty finding leaders to continue their units and serving in a traditional leadership format. (Indicate topic)
Continue on additional sheet if necessary Continue on next page for completion.

For Committee Use Only

Criteria Mel Action Taken Action

Signed by Chairman. Committee on Reference and Counsel

Extra Page:
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South Carolina Synodical Women's Organization
Women of the ELCA
Resolution to Action

Title: Flexibility in Unit Structure and Requirements for Membership in the Women of the ELCA

WHEREAS, Congregational Units and Inter-congregational Units must fulfill the criteria noted in the Women
of the ELCA Approved Model Constitution and Bylaws (marked with an asterisk *), which includes highly
prescriptive language and provides little room for flexibility; and

WHEREAS, the Churchwide Women of the ELCA has encouraged Congregational and Inter-congregational
Units to adopt more flexible structures in order to increase membership and encourage participation in a more
welcoming and relaxed atmosphere; and

WHEREAS, many South Carolina Congregational Units are decreasing in size and can no longer fulfill all of the
requirements placed upon them due to declining membership and rigid structural expectations;

BE IT RESOLVED, that the South Carolina Synodical Women's Organization of the Women of the ELCA
petition the Churchwide Women of the ELCA to consider revising the Approved Model Constitution and Bylaws
to allow more flexible requirements for Congregational and Inter-congregational Units; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we recommend revisions to portions of Articles VIII and VI of the Model
Constitution to reflect more adaptable structures for Units, including the following proposed language:

Article VIII - Units

Section 1. Definition

1. There shall be one unit in each congregation. This unit may consist of one or more groups of women within
the congregation. All women of the congregation shall be considered participants of the unit.

Section 2. Criteria for Recognition
A unit may be recognized if it:

1. Agrees to the statement of purpose of Women of the ELCA (see Section 1);

2. Agrees to come together to demonstrate commitment to the mission and purpose of Women of the ELCA;
3. May participate in the activities of Women of the ELCA beyond the congregation such as
Conference/Cluster gatherings, retreats, and conventions,

4. Agrees to support financially the programs of Women of the ELCA such as Conference offerings, Synodical
Women's Organization offerings, convention offerings, and churchwide Thankofferings;

5. Agrees to designate leadership that will be in communication with the Synodical Women's Organization
and the Churchwide Women 's Organization.
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Section 3. Structure
The purpose of the Women of the ELCA may be carried out through differing structural models that best fit the
needs of the unit.

Section 4. Reporting of Units

1. The unit shall report to its congregation on an annual basis regarding finances and activities, unless it is a
special unit as authorized by the Executive Board.

2. Special Units shall report annually to the Synodical Women's Organization Board in the territory in which
they are located.

Section 5. Termination of Relationships
The relationship of any unit shall be terminated:

1. By notification to the Synodical Women's Organization that the unit plans to dissolve. The Synodical
Women's Organization shall notify the Churchwide Women of the ELCA of the termination.

2. Ifthe congregation ceases to exist as a congregation of the ELCA. The unit may decide to become a special
unit with the approval of the Synodical Women's Organization Board.

Article VI — Leadership

Section 1. Leaders (Officers and Board Members)

This unit shall have [names of leadership positions], elected for a term of one year with one reelection. Units
may elect to use a more relaxed leadership environment such as those outlined in the WELCA resource Six
Models for Mission, available on the Women of the ELCA website.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the South Carolina Synodical Women's Organization submit this proposed
revision to the Churchwide Women of the ELCA for consideration, so that Units may thrive through flexible
structures that foster growth, participation, and mission engagement.

. 5 Signatures:
-‘\4 s ,.L:‘A:e' Title: %—44/ Sig%na

LD s, taeng Title:
MWM Title: -
ture: Ly 04 Shellke  Title:
Signature: Signature:

AUMIES.

Signat

Additional 25 signatures attached
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, women across the [synod name] Synod have generously supported the work of the churchwide
organization throughout the years;

WHEREAS, Women of the ELCA's fundraising team has launched a new appeal to close last year's $250,000
funding gap;

WHEREAS, We are reminded in Leviticus 2:13 to "add salt to ell your offerings," we recognize God's message that
we are called not just to give our "first fruits" yet also to offer them with seasoning, with SALT: Sharing,
Abundance, Love, and Thanks;

WHEREAS, This generosity will support the day-to-day operations of Women of the ELCA (i.e. salaries, insurance,
technology) and allow the ministries of the organization to continue including, not limited to women's ministries,
anti-racist efforts, Gather magazine, Bold Café, scholarships, and grants;

RESOLVED, We encourage ell units, clusters, conferences, and synodical organizations to include discussion of the
SALT Appeal and contribute through a special offering to be used where needed most;

RESOLVED, We encourage all women to SALT their offerings to Women of the ELCA by sharing an extra gift to be
used where needed most; and

RESOLVED, that we memorialized this resolution to the 2026 Triennial Convention encouraging each Synodical
Women's Organization to pass a similar resolution.

o ittio, S
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the women of the [synod name] synod have given generously to the churchwide organization through
their offerings and Thankofferings, individually, and as a whole;

WHEREAS, "Faithful Friends" is an easy way for individuals to give regularly to Women of the ELCA and provide
steadfast support of the organization;

WHEREAS, funds from Faithful Friends supports the Women of the ELCA's general fund making possible for the
organization to act quickly and flexibly in response to any need that may arise;

WHEREAS, the prophet Isaiah tells us that God says, "l am about to do a new thing" (43: 1 9a). And "Faithful
Friends" is one way of helping Women of the ELCA be ready for whatever new thing God has in store;

WHEREAS, "Faithful Friends" is an automatic electronic monthly donation opportunity for all Women of the ELCA;

RESOLVED, all units are encouraged to share information about "Faithful Friends" to continually support the work
of Women of the ELCA; and

RESOLVED, leaders within the [synod name] Synodical Women's Organization are encouraged to become a
"Faithful Friend."

RESOLVED, that we memorialized this resolution to the 2026 Triennial Convention encouraging each Synodical
Women's Organization to pass a similar resolution.
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bote. bL o
ATy Be*  RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Women of the ELCA is committed to promoting healing and wholeness in our church, society, and
world and engaging in ministry and action;

VM-IEREAS Women of the ELCA's initiative Raising up Healthy Women and Girls" recognizes that health
begins by being physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually health, which includes raising healthy
children;

WHEREAS, raising emotionally healthy children includes the opportunity to celebrate milestones in a child's life
and recognizing each child is a gift,

WHEREAS, many in our communities are reliant on food banks to supplement their meals and live healthy lives
and birthday celebrations are often considered extra and therefore not affordable;

THEREFORE, units, congregations, or individuals are encouraged to create and deliver a "birthday boxes" to their
local food pantry throughout the year that includes items necessary to provide a birthday joy.

An addendum, here is an example of what could be done:

Worap birthday boxes for food banks with birthday supplies for those using food banks (candles, cake mix,
disposable pan, frosting, can of Sprite and possible miscellaneous items like napkins or balloons or whatever in

Submitted by

the cake pan wrapped with a bow. Include a card that says, "Happy Birthday! To make a cake without eggs, oil and
water, mix 1 can of Sprite with the cake mix. That's it! Bake according to back of box."
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South Carolina Women of the ELCA Annual
Convention

RESOLUTION (New Business)

Resolutions must be received by the Committee on Reference and Counsel no later than
Friday, August 15, 2025 end of.Business Session two (2). Please submit the form to

Resolutions shall have the name of the person/congregational unit submitting the form and four

voting members representing different units of the SWO. Presentation, discussion and voting on
resolutions will be done near the end of the convention during the business session on Saturday,
August 16,202S. Resolutions may only be submitted by registered voting members.

Please submit the form to: Sallie Folk at 422 W. Pine St Florence SC 29051( 81417
Salstitcher823@ahoo.com

Voting Member Name Name of Congregational Unit City

Q\é&» §4 '7)00& aan ) 5/‘/’ . %HLW 5 ﬁMZﬁﬂj SC
Dot B Tl ALt Slowlde AC

AL et 4’/),{_%:)
Pl vz
K. P Ohidt (Mhrdes. SC.

I (we) s mitt e following resolution related to:

(Indicate topic)

Continue on additional sheets if necessary / Continue on next page for completion

For Committee Use Only

Criteria Met Action Taken Action #

Signed by Chairman, Committee on Reference and Counsel
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the two great commandments of our faith are to love the Lord our God with our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 2235-40, Mark 12:28-31, Luke 10:25-28, Deuteronomy
6:4-5, Leviticus 19: 1 8);

WHEREAS, Jesus himself instructs us to show our neighbor mercy (Luke 6:36, 10:29-

37) and calls us especially to care for the marginalized and the "least of these" (Matthew 25:3146), including the
sick, the hungry, the homeless, the imprisoned, and the stranger;

WHEREAS, Jesus calls the poor and hungry blessed (Luke 6:20-21 , Matthew 5:1-10) and
likewise blesses the merciful and the peacemakers;

WHEREAS, we are called in our baptism "to serve all people, following the example of
Jesus," and "to strive for justice and peace in all the earth" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pp 228, 236-237); and,

WHEREAS, the motives and integrity of our Lutheran serving arms, including not limited to Global Refuge,
AMMPARO, and others have been called into question; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that we as the [synod name] Women of the ELCA affirm our commitment to living out our baptismal
vocation in daily life;

RESOLVED, that we likewise affirm our support for Global Refuge, AMMPARO, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran
Disaster Response, and all our serving arms that do the work of showing mercy and care and love to our
siblings around the world;

RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to speaking out against discrimination and prejudice;

RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to standing up for the rights and dignity of all God's beloved children,
especially for our siblings of color, our queer and transgender siblings, our migrant and refugee siblings, our
hungry and homeless siblings, our siblings with disabilities, and all our siblings whose rights are being
threatened,

RESOLVED, that we encourage all individuals and units of the [synod name] Women of the ELCA to engage in the
ongoing work of serving and seeking justice and peace for our neighbor by supporting the work of our serving
arms and praying for those serving arms and justice teams; and

RESOLVED, that we memorialized this resolution to the 2026 Triennial Convention encouraging each Synodical
Women's Organization to pass just a resolution.
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2025 Report of the Committee on Reference and Council

The Committee on Reference and Council of the 37" Annual Convention of the Women of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America recommends the following resolutions:

10.

11

1. We express our sincere appreciation to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Aiken, SC for being a gracious host
and allowing us to use their facilities for our 2025 convention this year and for their support of the Women
of the Evangelical Church in America.

We express our thanks to the officers and Board members and the convention planning committee for
planning and executing a successful convention.

We express our gratitude to the Western conference of South Carolina for providing the convention
attendees with delicious snacks, drinks, and setting up for the wonderful banquet.

Our sincere appreciation is extended to Gwendolynn Edwards, Churchwide
Women's Organization Representative, for her attendance, support, and remarks.

Our joyous praise is lifted to our convention musicians for leading the joyful and uplifting music during the
convention.

We extend our praise and thanksgiving to Pastor Rebecca Wicker for being our convention chaplain with
our theme of Renew, Refresh, Remember.

We express our thanks to our keynote speakers, Dr. Cathy Miejczak speaking about Tanzania, and Lisa
Isenhower presenting about Colombia ELCC.

Our sincere appreciation is given to all who so willingly led convention workshops, guidance to the
workshops by volunteers, greetings brought from various Lutheran organizations over our state, and to
Joy Derrick, who provided us with evening devotions at the hotel.

We extend a special thanks to Encounters in Time our wonderful musical entertainment Friday evening.

We express deep appreciation to all South Carolina Women of the ELCA who participated in convention
projects, for all those sharing offerings and prayers, and for acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

. We thank God for our newly elected officers and Board members. We also are thankful for the service

of our outgoing officers and Board members who gave of their time and talents so generously.

mneir ime ana 1alents so generousty.
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